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To the of C . the 


My Lon D, 
Nr. a month after I had ineloſed to your 
Lordſhip the tranſlation I had attempted 


Peking 75. 10, 1749-0, 


of the in) ſyſtem of morality, ſo famous in if 


theſe parts, we were agreeably ſurprized with a 
manuſcript of the fame ſize, whoſe antiquity, 
characters, and other internal marks, determined 
It to be the performance of the ſame author, 
which, at the ſame time it ſhewed us that ſome» 
thing was wanting to what we had eſteemed a 
complete ſyſtem, nobly ſupplied the deficiency, 
could not reſt, after the firſt dipping into it, 
without the pleaſing taſk of a tranſlation ; nor, 
when T had finiſhed it, without doing myſelf the 
honour of: tranſmitting it to your Lordſhip, [ 
need not tel! your Lordſhip, that the energy of 
thought, ſublimity of ſtile,” and many other cir- 
cumſtances, prove it to come from the divine 
hand that planned the other: The ſubſtance of it 
carries abundantly more proof of it. 

If I did not flatter myſelf that the firſt part had 
met the honour of vour Lordſhip's approbation, 
I ſhould not beſo earneſt in diſpatching this after 
it: But while I know the value of the work, and 
krow your Eordſhip's diſtinguiſhing. genius, K 

would be pang wet” to fort a doubt about it. 


BOOK 1. 


[MAN conſidered in the General. 


: - 3 —_— 


. * ” 


CHAPTER IL = 
Of the Human Frame and Structure. 


E AK and ignorant as thou art, O 
man ! humble as thou ought'ſt to be, 


raiſe thy thoughts to infinite wiſdom? would*ſt 
thou fee omnipotence diſplayed before thee ? 
Contemplate thine own frame. 

Fearfully and wonderfully art thou made : 
praiſe therefore thy creator with awe, and re- 
joice before him with reverence. 

Wherefore of all creatures art thou only erect; 


but that thou ſhould?ſt ſee his works ! whetefote 


art thou to ſee ; but that thou may'ſt admire 


them! . to admire; but that thou 


may*{t adore their; and thy creator. 


Wherefore is conſciouſneſs repos'd in thee a- 


lone; and whence it is derived to thee! 

'Tis not in fleſh to think; 'tis not in bones 
to reaſon : the lion knoweth not that worms ſhall 
eat him: the OX perceiveth not that he is ted for 
laughter. 

Something is added to thee unlike to What thou 
dent ſomerhiog informs thy clay, h higher than 
AL all 


O child of the duſt! would'ft thou 
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(4) 
all that is the object of thy ſenſes. Behold! 
what is it? S pl 

Thy body remaineth perfect after it is fled; J to 
therefore it is no part of it; it is immaterial; 
Therefore it is eternal : it is free to act! : theres of 
fore it is accountable for its actions. ne 

Knoweth the aſs the uſe of fo Abesgule bis ra 
teeth mow down the herbage ? or Randeth the @ at 
crocodile erect, altho? _ back-bone is ſtrait as ne 
thine? 

| God. formed thee as be had formed theſe : ¶ no 
| after chem all were thou created : ſuperiority and 
command were given thee over all; and of bo 
| his own breach did he communicate tO thee ty 
| principle of kr'awledge. tet 
Know thyſelt then the pride of his creation; ſo 
| the link uniting divinity and matter: behold a fo 
| part of God himſelf within thee : remember 
| thine own dignity 3 nor dare deſcend to evil or ho 
to meanneſs. 5 
Who planted terror in the tail of the ſerpent? mt 
who cloathed the neck of the horſe with thunder? th: 
even he who hath inſtructed thee to cruſh the one de 
under thy feet, and to tame the other to thy 


purpoſes. fol 
e H A F A I op 
Of the Uſe of the Senſes. rit 


7AUNT not of thy body, becauſe it - wat mt 
firſt formed; or of thy brain, becauſe there- 
WO: thy ſoul reſideth. Is not the maſter of the the 


houſc more honourable than its walls? it 
5 The ou 


9 


opt to the aſſiſtance of thy brother? 


5 % 
The ground muſt be prepared before corn be 
planted: the potter muſt build his furnace be- 


fore he can make his procelane 


As the breath of heaven layeth unto the water 
of the deep, This way ſhall thy billows roll, and 
no other ; thus high, and no higher, ſhall they 
raiſe their fury; ſo let thy ſpirit, O man, actu- 
ate and direct thy fleſh ; ſo let it repreſs its wild- 


nels. 


Thy ſoul is the monarch of thy frame ſuffer 
not. its ſubjects to rebel againſt it. | 


Thy body. is as the globe of the earth: thy 
bones the pillars that ſuſtain it on its baſis. 


As the ocean giveth riſe to ſprings, whoſe wa- 


ters return again into its Boſom thro? the rivers : 
ſo runneth thy life from the heart outwards and 
ſo returneth it unto. its place again. 

Do not 'both retain their courſe for ever ? be- 


hold the fame God ordained, them. 
Is not thy noſe the channel to perfumes ? thy 


mouth the path to delicacies? yer know thou, 
that perfumes long ſmelt become offenſive: that 
delicacies deſtroy the appetite they flatter. 

Are not thine eyes the centinels that watch 
for thee 3 yet how often are they unable to diſ- 
„„ CCC 
Keep thy ſoul in moderation: teach thy ſpi- 


rit to he attentive to its good; ſo ſhall theſe its 


miniſters be always to thee conveyances of truth. 
Thine hand, is it not a miracle? is there in 


the creatian aught like unto it ? wherefore was 


it given thee 3 but that thou might'ſt ſtretch it 
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Why of all things living art thou alone made 

capable of bluſhing ? the world ſhall read thy 

ſhame upon thy face : therefore do nothing 
ſhameful. 

Fear and diſmay, why rob they thy counte. 

nance of its ruddy ſplendour? avoid guilt and 


thou ſhalt know that fear is beneath thee; ; that 


diſmay is unmanlvy. 


| Wherefore to thee alone ſpeak ſhadows i in the 
.viſiqns of thy pillow? reverence them; for know Þ, 


that dreams are from on high, 


Thou man alone canſt ſpeak : wonder at thy i 
glorious prerogative z and pay to him who gave Þ 
it thee a rational and welcome praiſe; teaching 
thy children wiſdom; inſtructing the offepring | 


of thy lines in piety. 
S HAP T E R III. 


The Soul of Man, 4; Origin and Affections- 
HY bleflings, O man! of thy external, 


part are health, vigour, and proportion: 
the greateſt of theſe is health, What 
to the body, even that is honeſty to the ſoul. 


That thou haſt a ſoul is of all knowledge the 
moſt certain ; of all truths the moſt plain unto Þ 


thee : be meek; be grateful for it; ſeek not to 
| know i it perfectly: it is inſcrutable. 


Thinking, underſtanding, reaſoning, willing; 


_ call not theſe the ſoul ! they are its actions, but 
1 are not its eſſence. 
| Raiſe it not ta heaven, that thou be not de- 
1 Roe 8 ſpiſed 


alth i; 


1 
ſpiſed 3 be not thou like unto thoſe who fall by 
Fabiittz' neither debafe it to the ſenſe of 
brutes 3 nor be thou like to the horſe and the 
mule in whom there 1s no underſtanding. 

Search it by its faculties ; know it by its vir- 
tues: they are more in number than the hairs of 
thy head: the ſtars of heaven are not to be coun- 
ted with them. 

Think not with Arabia that one foul is parted 
; noog all men; neither believe thou with the 
„ ſons Rigypr, that every man hath many; 
] Þ know that as thy heart, fo alſo thy ſoul is one. 

{ Doth not the ſun harden the clay; doth ir not 
S Þ alſo ſoften the wax? as it is one ſun that worketh 
a Þ both; even ſo it is one foul that willeth contraries. 

As the moon retaineth her nature tho? dark- 

[neſs ſpread itſelf before her face as it were a cur- 

tain 3 ſo the ſoul remaineth perfect even in the 
F boſom of the fool. 
| She is immortal; ſhe is anchangeable ; ſhe is 
alike in all: health called her forth to ſhew her 
lovelineſs;, and application anointeth her face 
with the oil of wiſdom. 

Altho' ſhe ſhall live after thee, think not that 
ſhe was born before thee 5 ſhe was concreated 
wich thy fleſh, and formed with thy bowels. 

Juſtice could not give her to thee exalted by 
Vvirtues, nor mercy deliver her to thee deformed 
"by vices, Theſe mult be thine, and thou muſt 
anſwer them. 

Suppoſe not death can ſhield thee: fem exami- 
nation: think! no corruption can hide thee from 
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. 
enquiry, He who form'd thee-of thou: know 
not what; can he not raiſe thee from thou know 
not what again? 5 

Perceiveth not the eh the hour of midnight; ? 
exalterh he not his voice, to tell thee it is morn- 
ing ? knoweth not the dog the footſteps Of his 
maſter ? and flyeth not the wounded goat unto 


the herb that healeth him? yet when theſe dic, In 


their ſpirit returneth to the duſt; for thine alone 
ſurviveth. 

Envy not to theſe their ſenſes, becauſe quicker 
than thine own : learn that the advantage licth 
not in poſſeſſing good things; but in the Know. 
ing to uſe them. 

Hadſt thou the ear of the ſtag ; or were thine 
eye as ſtrong. and piercing as the eagle's; did'ſt 
thou equal the hound in ſmell; or could the ape 
reſign to thee his taſte; or the tortoiſe her ſecl- 
ing; yet without reaſon what would they avail 
thee ! periſh not all theſe like their kindred ! 
Hath any one of them the gift of e ? cal 
any ſay unto thee, therefore did I ſo? 

The lips'of the wiſe are as the doors of a ca- 
binet ; no ſooner are they opened, but treaſure 
are poured out before thee. 

Like uato trees of gold arranged in beds of 
ſilver, are wile eee uttered in due ſeaſon. 

Canſt thou think too greatly of thy ſcul? or 
can too much be ſaid in its praiſe ? it is the 
image of him who gave it. 

Remember thou its dignity for ever; forget 


; not how great a talent is committed to thy 


wharge. W hat- 


1 
Whatſoever may do good, may alſo do harm: 
beware chat thou direct its courſe to virtue. 
Think not that thou canſt loſe her in the 
croud ': ſuppoſe not that thou canſt bury her in 
thy cloſet: action is her delight and ſhe will not 
be witheld from, it. 
Her motion 1s perpetual ; her attempts are u- 
niverſal; her agility is not to be ſuppreſſed : is 
Pit at the utter mot part of the earth? ſhe will 
have it: is it beyond the region of the ſtars ? 
yet will her eye diſcover it. 
Inquiry i is her delight : as one who traverſeth 
the burning ſands in \ ſearch of water, ſo is the 
foul that thirſteth after knowledge. 
Guard her, for ſhe's raſh; reſtrain her, for the 
s Irregular 3 correct her, tor ſhe is outrageous: 
more ſupple is ſhe than water; more flexible than 
„ax; more yielding than air : is there aught 
i] then can bind her? | 
Asa ſword in the hand of a madman z even 
n Bo is the ſoul. in him who wanteth dilgretian, 
The end of her ſearch is truth: her means to 
4. Idiſcover it are reaſon and experience : but are 
& not theſe weak, uncertain and. tallacious | how 
= ſhall ſhe attain unto it? 
of | General opinion is no proof of. truth, for the 
generality of men are ignorant. 
It Perception of thyſelt; the knowledge.of him 
de who created thec; the ſenſe of the worſhip thou 
owelt unto him,z are not theſe plain before thy 
et Mace ? and behold! what is there more that man 
1y Select Io, know with certainty, 
B CHAP- 
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| HE Tn, ; wol 
D ¾K TER If, 5 
4 . Of the Period and Uſes of Human Life. / 
1} A the eye of the morning to the lark; as the ſeet 
1 ſhades of evening to the ow] ; as honey to ſide 
1 | | 
2 the bee, or as the carcaſe to the vulture z even I the 


bi : ſuch is life unto the heart of man. allo 
f Tho' bright it dazzleth not; tho? obſcure it 
Alaiſpleaſeth not; tho? ſweet it cloyeth not; tho Tal 
corrupt it forbideth not: yet who is he that the; 
knoweth its true value ? 5 DP. 

Learn to eſteem life as it ought; and thou art , 


near the pinnacle of wiſdom. ty; 
| Think not with the fool that nothing is more I Vat 
| valuable; nor believe with the pretended wile A 
j that thou oughtſt to contemn it: love it not for lire 


itſelf but for the good it may be of to others. |. 
| Gold cannot buy it for thee ; neither can mines |} 9 
j of diamonds purchaſe back the moment thou 
now haſt loſt of it : employ the ſucceeding ones thy 
In virtue, | 55 
Say not that it were beſt not to have been 
born; or if born that it had been beſt to die ear- IPA 

ly : neither dare thou to aſk of thy creator, ¶ um 
where had been the evil had I not exiſted? good thy 

is in thy power : the want of good is evil : and nel 
jf thy queſtion be juſt, lo! it condemneth thee, ſea 
Wou'd the fiſh ſwallow the bait if he knew, | 
the hook was underneath it? would the lion en- IK! 
ter the toils if he knew they were before him? 
ſo neither were the ſoul to periſh with ode 
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wou'd men viſh to live: neither wou'd a merei- 


ful God have created him: xnow hence thou 


ſhalt live afterward. 

As the bird encloſed in the cage before he 
ſeeth it, yet breaketh not his fleſh againſt its 
ſides; ſo neither labour thou vainly to run from 


dhe ſtate thou findſt thyſelf in, but know it is 


allotted thee 3; and be content with 1t, 


Tho? its ways are uncouth, yet are they not 


painful : accommodate thyſelf to all; and where 
there is leaſt appearance of evil ſuſ pect the great- 


elt danger. 
fun thy bed 1s ſtraw thou ſleepeſt in ſecuri- 
; but when thou ſtretcheth thyſelf on roles be- 
ware of the thorns. 

A good death is better than an evil life : ſtrive to 
live therefore as long as thou oughtſt, not as long 
as thou canſt : while thy life 1s to others worth 
more than thy death; it is thy duty to preſerve it. 

Complain not with the fool of the ſhortneſs of 
thy time : remember that with thy days, thy 
cares are ſhortened. 

Take from the period of thy life the uſeleſs 
parts of it; and what remainerh ? take off the 
time of thine infancy, the ſecond infavcy of age, 
thy ſleep, thy thoughtleſs hours, thy days of ſick- 
neſs, and even at the fulnels of years, how few 
ſeaſons haſt thou truly numbered? 

He who gave thee life as a bleſſing, ſhortened 
it to make it more ſo : to what end would lon- 
ger life have ſerved thee ? wiſheſt thou to have 
had an { oppantvaity of more vices? as to the 
_—_ good 
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good, will not he who limited thy ſpan, be ſa. 
tisfied with the fruits of it! 
To what end, O child of ſorrow, would! 
thou live longer? to breathe, to eat, to ſee the 
world? all his thou haſt done often already, and 
to repeat it oftner, is 1t not e ? or is it 
not ſuperfluous? 
MWouldit thou i improve thee more in a wiſdom 
and in virtue ? alas! what art thou to know? 
or who is it that ſhall teach thee ? badly thou 
employeſt the little that thou haſt; dare not 
therefore to ahn that more is not given 
thee. 
Repine not at the want of knowledge ; it 
muſt periſh with thee in the grave : be bonel 
here, thou ſhalt be wiſe hereafter,” 
Say not unto the crow, why numbereſt thou 
ſeven times the age of thy lord? or to the fawn, 
why are thine eyes to fee my off. ſpring to an 
hundred g generations ? are theſe to be compared 
with thee in the ill uſe of life? are they riotous? 
are they cruel ? are they ungrateful ! Jearn from 
them rather that innocence of life and ſimplicity 
of manners are the paths to a good old age, 

Knoweſt thou to employ life better than theſe : 
then leſs of it may ſuffice thee, | 

Man who dares enflave the world, when he 
knows he can enjoy his tyranny but for a mo- 
ment, what would he aim at, if he were im- 
mortal? 5 

Enough haſt thou of life, but thas regardeſt 
” not ; thou art not in want of it, O man! He 

os thou 


| 3 
thou art gat: thou throweſt it lightly : away, 
as it thou hadit more than enough; and yer thou 
repineſt that it is not gathered again unto thee, 
| Know that it is not abundance 3 maketh 
| rich, but oeconomy. | 
; The wiſe continueth to live from his firſt pe- 
| riod : the fool is always beginning it. 

Labour not after riches firſt, and think thou 
; afterwards wilt enjoy them : y who neglectethi 
the preſent moment, throweth away all That he 
bath: as the. arrow. paſſeth through the heart, 
| while the warrior knew not that it was coming 

| ſo ſhall his life be taken Sony before he knowerh 
that he hath it. 

What then is life that man ſhonld deſire it? 
what breathing that he ſhould cover it ? 

Is it not a ſcene of errors: a ſeries of miſad- 
ventures 3 a purſuit of evils link'd on all ſides to- 
gether 3 in the beginning it is ignorance, pain 
is in its middle, and its end is farrow. | 

As one wave puſheth on another, till both are 
involved in that behind them; even ſo ſucceed- 
eth evil to evil in the life of man; the greater 
and the preſent ſwallow up the leſſer and the 
paſt : our terrors are real evils; our expectations 
look forward into improbabilities. 

Fools, to dread as mortals z and to deſire as if 
immortal! 

What part of life is it that we would wiſh to 
Iemain with us? is it youth! ? can we be in love 
with „Hatte licentiouſneſs and temerity ? is it 
ige? chen are we fond of infirmities, 1 
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It is faid grey hairs are revered, and in length 
of days is honour. Virtue can add reverence to 
the bloom of youth; and without it age plants 
more wrinkles on the ſoul than on the forehead, 

Is age reſpected becauſe it hateth riot? what 
Juſtice is in this? when ' tis not age deſpiſeth vice 
and pleaſure ; but vice and pleaſure that deſpiſe 
old age. 


Be virtuous while thou art young, then ſhall 


thine age be honoured. 


3 


K Þ:;: 


MAN conſidered in regard to his | 


—— 


Infirmities and their Hffelits. 


CHAPTER I. 
VANITY. 


Pg is powerful in the heart of man; 
intemperance ſwayeth it whither it will; de- 
ſpair engroſſeth much of it; and fear proclaim- Þ 
eth, behold I fit unrival'd there: but vanity is 


greater in it than them all. 
| Weep not therefore at the calamitres of the 


human ſtate : rather laugh at its follies. 


hands of the man addicted to unreſtrained vani- 
ty, life is but as the ſhadow of a dream. 

Ihe hero, the moſt renowned of human cha- 
W - rafters, what is he but the bubble of this weak 


In the 


. 3 ,2I8-) 5 

| neſs? the public is unſtable and ungrateful; why 

ſhould the man of wiſdom endanger himſelf for 

fools ? 3 Ig 
The man who neglecteth his preſent concerns, 
| to revolve how he will behave when greater, 
 feedeth himſelf with wind, while his bread is 
eaten by another. 
Act as becometh thee in thy preſent ſtation : 
and in more exalted ones, thy face ſhall not be 

| alhamed, WH 5 | 

What blindeth the eye, or what hideth the 

heart of a man from himſelf, like vanity ? lo! 

when thou ſeeſt not thy ſelf, then others diſcover 
thee molt plainly, 

As the tulip that is gaudy without ſmell; con- 

ſpicuous without uſe; ſo is the man who ſetteth 

himſelf up on high, and hath not merit to ſup- 
port him. 0 | 
The heart of the vain is troubled while it 
ſeemeth content: his cares are greater than his 
pleaſures, | 
His ſollicitude cannot reſt with his bones: the 
grave is not deep enough to hide it : he exten- 
deth his thoughts beyond his being: he beſpeak- 
eth praiſe to be paid when he is gone: but who- 
lo promiſeth it deceiveth him. 

As the man who engageth his wife to remain 
in widowhood that ſhe diſturb nor his ſoul, fo 
is he who expecteth that praiſe ſhall reach his ears 
beneath the earth; or cheriſh his heart in its 
n | 1 
Do well while thou liveſt; but regard not 

„„ VVV 


by 4 
4. 


| | ( 16.) 
what is ſaid of it: content thy ſelf with deſer- 
ving praiſe, and thy poſterity ſhall rejoice in hear. 


ing it. 
As the butterfly who ſeeth not her own co- 
lours; as the jeſſamine which feeleth not the 
ſcent it caſteth around it, ſo is the man who 
appeareth gay, and biddeth others to take note 
of K. „ : | | 
To what purpoſe, ſaith he, is my veſture of 
gold? to what end are my tables loaded with 
good things? if no eye gaze upon them; if the 
world know it not; give thy raiment to the 
naked ; and thy food unto the hungry; ſo ſhalt 
thou be praiſed ; and feel that thou deſerveſt it. 
Why beltowelt thou on every man the flat- 
tery of unmeaning words? thou knoweſt when 
he returneth it to thee thou regardeſt it not. He 
| knoweth he lieth unto thee ; yet he knoweth 
thou wilt thank him for it: {peak in ſincerity, 
and thou ſhalt hear with inſtructio. 
The vain delighteth to ſpeak of himſelf: but 
he. ſeeth not that others like not to hear of him. 
If, he hath done any thing worthy of praiſe ; 
if he poſſeſs any thing worthy of admiration ; 
his joy is to proclaim it: his pride is to Hear it 
reported : the deſire of ſuch a man defeateth it- 
ſelf; men ſay not behold he hath done it; or ſee 
be poſſeſſeth it ; but mark how proud he is of it! 
The heart of man cannot attend at once to many 
things: he who fixcth his ſoul on ſhew, loſeth 
reality: he purſueth bubbles which he ſhall not 
reach; while he treads to earth what would 


"haves done him honour. "CH A Þ- 
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CHAPTER II. ENT 
TINCcONSTANCY, 


N* ATURE urgeth thee to inconſtancy, 0 
man! therefore be thou at all times on thy 
guard againſt it. 

Thou art from the womb of thy mother vari- 
ous and wavering; from the loins of thy father 
ſinheriteſt thou uſability : how then ſhalt thou 
be firm ? 

Thoſe who gave thee a body furniſh'd thee 
with weakneſs ; but he who gave thee a ſoul, 
armed thee with reſolution : employ it and thou 
art wiſe : be wiſe and thou art happy. 

Let him who doeth well, beware how he 
boaſteth of it: for rarely is it of his own will; 
Is it not the event of an impulſe from vr" 
but ; born of uncertainty ; enforced by accident; 
dependent on ſomewhat elſe? to theſe chen, and 

to accident is due the praiſe. 

Beware of irreſolution in the intent of. thy acs 
tions; beware of inſtability in the execution of 
them: ſo ſhalt thou triumph over the two great 
weakneſſes of thy nature. 

What is more reproach to roifan than to act 
contrarieties ? what ſhall ſuppreſs the tendencies | 
to theſe, but firmneſs of mind 2 

The Inconſtant feeleth that he changeth, but 
he knoweth not why; he ſeth that he eſcapeth 
from himſelf, but he perceiveth not the reaſon of 
It: be thou incapable of change in that which 


I right z and men will rely upon the. 
| 6 Eſtabliſh 
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oh unto, his mouth that which it ſhould eat: 


moderation! ? 


11 7 'X 5 ; 

Eſtabliſh unto thyſelf prince EN of action; and 
ſee that thou ever act according to them. 

- Firſt know that thy principles are juſt; and 
then be thou inflexible in the path of them. 

So. ſhall thy paſſions have no rule over thee: 
fo ſhall thy conſtancy enſure unto thee the good 
thou poſſeſſeſt: and drive from thy door miſ. 
fortune: anxiety, and diſappointment ſhall 
know the way unto thy gates. 

| Suſpect not evil in any one, until thou ſel 
it's : when thou ſeeſt it, forget it not. | 
Whoſo hath been an enemy, cannot be 1 
friend; for man mendeth not of his faults. 

How ſhould his actions be right, who hath no 
rull of life eſtabliſhed? nothing can be jul 
which proceedeth not from: reaſon. 
Ihe Inconſtant hath no peace in his own ſoul; 
neither can any be at eaſe an whom he con- 
cerneth himſelf. _ 
His life is unequal : his motions are irregu: 
lar: his ſoul changeth with the weather. 

To- day he loveth thee; to-morrow thou art 
deteſted by him: and why ? himſelf knoweth 
not wherefore be loved, or wherefore he nov 
hateth. 

To- day he is the tyrant over thee 3, to-mor- 
row thy ſervant is leſs humble: and why ? be 


who is arrogant without power, will be allo ſets 
_ where there is no ſubjection. 


To- day he is profuſe; to-morrow he grudg- 


muſt it not be thus with him who knoweth not 
Wh 


not! 


tom 
2 
he l. 
will 
nott 

Y 
on [ 


Jels 


reaſ 
then 
1 
bull! 
the 


5 (10) 
Who ſhall ſay of camelion he is black, 
When the moment after the verdure of the grals 
over-ſpreadeth him? 
Woo ſhall ſay of the Inconſtant he is joyful, 
when-his next ach ſhall be ſpent in ſighing. 
What is the life of ſuch a man but the Phan: - | 
tom of a drearn? in the morning he ric}; haps N 


Wpy ; at noon he is on the rack : this hour heisa [Bf 
Wood ; the next below a worm : at one moment 1 5 by 
he laugheth; z at the next he weepeth : he now Rei 
villech; in an inſtant he willeth not; and in a- 0. 
nother he knoweth not whether he willeth or no. 10 
Let neither eaſe nor pain have fixed themſeves 1 
on him: neither is he waxed greater, or become Mid] 
Jess; neither hath he had caule for laughter, nor Ws 
reaſon for his ſorrow © therefore ſhall none of N 
them'abide with him. Lg Pe. 
The happineſs of the 3 is as a * 1 
built on the ſurface of the ſand; the blowing of „ 
the wind robbeth it of that whereon it was erect- KA! 
Jed: what wonder then that it falleth ? 1 
But what exalted form is this, that hither : 
| ward directs its even, its uninterrupted courſe? 11 
vhoſe foot is on the earth, whole head above the __ mu 
clouds, 11 Ke 
On his brow Gtteth Welly x  ſteadineſs is in fe Nd 
his port-? and in his heart reigneth tranquility. 11 
' Tho? obſtacles appear in the way; he deign- 4 
eth not to look down upon them: tho“ heaven 11 0 
and earth oppoſe his paſſage; he proceedeth. TY 
The mountains ſink beneath his tread: the w2- 14 0 
ters of the © ocean are : dried up wake the foal of 14 by, 
tix foot © e eee || 
| 


| ( 20 * 
The tyger throweth herſelf acroſs his way in 
yain z the ſpots of the leopard glow againſt him 
unregarded, | I ad $5 
He marcheth thro? the embattled legions : and 
with his hand he putteth aſide the terrors of death, 
Storms roar againſt his ſhoulders, but are na 
able to ſhake them: the thunder belloweth 2. 
bout his head in vain ; the lighting ſeemeth but 
to ſhew the glories of his countenance, 
His name is Reſolution | he cometh from the 
utmoſt part of the earth: he ſeeth happineſs afar 
off before him ; his eye diſcovereth her temple 
beyond the limits of the pole. 
He walketh up to it; he entereth boldly ; and 
he remaineth there for ever. 5 
Eſtabliſn thy heart, O man ! in that which is 
right, and then know the greateſt of human 
praiſe is to be immutable, | 


CHAPTER I: 
WEAKNESS. 


V. IN and inconſtant as thou art, O child 
of imperfection! how canſt thou but be 
weak ? is not inconſtancy connected with frailty? 
can there be vanity without infirmity ? avoid 
the danger of the one; and thou ſhalt eſcape the 
miſchiefs of the other. 

W herein art thou moſt weak? in that where- 
in thou ſeemeſt moſt ſtrong: in that wherein 
moſt thou glorieſt: even in poſſeſſing the things 
which thou haſt ; in uſing the good that is about 
thee, Ns — „ 


e £17 

Are not thy deſires alſo frail? or knoweſt thou 
even what it is thou wouldſt wiſh ? when thou 
haſt obtained what moſt thou ſoughteſt after, 
behold 1t contenteth thee not. 10: 

Wherefore loſeth the pleaſure that is before 
thee its reliſh ? and why appeareth that which is 
yet to come, the ſweeter ? becauſe thou art 
wearied with the good of this, becauſe thou 
knoweſt not the evil of that which is not with 
thee. Know that to be content; is to be happy. 

Couldſt thou chuſe for thyſelf, would thy 
creator lay before thee all that thine heart cou'd 
aſk for; wou*d happineſs then remain with thee, 
or wou'd joy dwell always in thy gates? 
Alas! thy weakneſs forbiddeth it; thy infir- 
mity declareth againſt it. Variety is to thee in 
the place of pleaſure ; but that which perma- 
nently delighteth, muſt be permanent; 

When it is gone thou repenteſt the loſs of it z 
tho? while it was with thee thou deſpiſedſt it. 

That which ſucceedeth it, hath no more plea- 
ſure for thee; and thou afterwards quarrelleſt 
with thyſelf for prefering it : behold the only 
circumſtance in which thou erreſt not. : 

Is there any thing ia which thy weakneſs ap- 


peareth more evidently than in deſiring things? 


it is in the poſſeſſing, and in the uſing them. 
Good things _ ro be good in our enjoy. 
ment of them : what nature meant pure ſweets 
are ſources of bitterneſs to us ; from our delights 
ariſe pain: from our joys ſorrow. 5 
Be moderate in the enjoyment; and it ſhall 
| remain 


(22) 


remain in thy poſſeſſion: let thy joy have its 


foundation in reaſon 3 and to its end ſhall for- | 
row be a ftranger. the 
The delights of love are uſhered in by ſighs, ſhal 
and terminate in languiſhment and dejection: ſhe 
the object thou burnedſt for nauſeates with fatie- W 7 
ty; z and no ſooner haſt thou poſicſſed 1 it but thou of t 
art weary of its preſence. him 
Join eſteem to thy admiration z unite "0 Mt 


ſhip with thy love; ſo ſhalt thou find in the end ggy 
content ſo abſolote, that it ſurpaſſeth raptures:¶ his 
tranquility that is more worth t han extacy. gere 

God hath given thee no good without its ad- 1 7 

mixture of evil: but he hath given thee alſo the  raig 
means of throwing off the evil from among it. ted 

As; joy is not without i its allay of pain, ſo nei. ¶ nene 
ther is ſorrow without its portion of pleaſure, I the 
Joy and grief tho? unlike are united: our own 
choice only can give them to us entire. 

Melancholy itſelf often giveth us delight: and 
the extremity of our joy is mingled with tears. 

The beſt things in the hand "of a fool may be FF 
turned to his deſtruction: and out of the very 7 
worſt, the wiſe will find the means of good. the 

So blended 3 is weakneſs in thy nature, O man! I kno 
that thou haſt not ſtrength either to be good or I to jt 
to be evil entirely: rejoice that thou canſt not 1 1 
excel in evil; and let the Sood that is within the 
thy reach content the. but 
The virtues are allotted to various ftations' E 
Feek not after ER chem a nor gee that be r 

hou Fanſt not ofieis em a 
he F | 2 ne Would how 


” 


(23). 


Would thou at once have the liberality of 


| the rich, and the contentment of the poor? or 


| ſhall the wife of thy boſom be deſpiſed becauſe 

ſhe ſheweth not the virtues of the widow ? | 
I thy father ſink before thee in the diviſions 
| of thy country, can at once thy juſtice deſtroy 
him, and thy duty fave his life? 

If thou behold thy brother in the agonies of a 
| flow death, is it not mercy to put a period to 
his life? and is it nor allo death to be his mur- 
derer? | 

Truth is but one; thy doubts are of thine own 
riſing : he who made virtues what they are, plan- 
ted alto in thee a knowledge of their pre-emi- 
nence ; act as thy ſoul dictates to thee ; and 
the end ſhall be always right. 


C H A P TER IV. 
Of the Inſufficiency of Knowledge. 


& there is any thing lovely ; if there is any 
thing deſirable 3 if there is any thing within 
the reach of man worthy. of praiſe 3 is it not 
knowledge? and yet who. is it that attaineth un- 
to it? 


The ſtateſman proclaimeth that he hath it; 


the ruler of the people claimeth the praiſe of it: 
but findeth the ſubject that he poſſeſſeth it. 

Evil is not requiſite to man; neither can vice 
be neceſſary to be tolerated: yet how many evils 
are permitted by the connivance of the laws? 


how many crimes committed by the decrees of 
the council ? XII But 
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thy ſons encreaſe about thy 


| Bocent, 


C 

But be wiſe, O ruler, 22 learn O thou that 
art to command the nations : one crime autho- 
rized by. thee is worſe than the eſcape of ten from 
puniſhment. 

When thy people are too numerous: when 
table, ſendeſt thou 
; and to fall 


them not out to ſlay the innocent; 


before the ſword of him whom they have not 
offended ? | 


If the obje& of thy deſires Jemandeth the 
lives of a thouſand 1 thy children, ſayeſt thou 
not, I will have it? ſurely thou forgetteſt that he 
who created thee, created allo thele 3 and that 
their blood is as rich as thine, 

Sayeſt thou that Juſtice cannot be executed 


without wrong : ſurely thine own words condemn 


thee. 

Thou who flattereſt with falle hopes the ſoul 
of the criminal that he may confeſs his guilt; art 
not thou'unto him a criminal? or is ty £uilt 
the leſs becauſe he cannot puniſh it ? 

When thou commandeſt to the torture, him 


who is but ſeſpected of ill: dareſt thou to re- 


member, that thou mayſt wrack the innocent ? 
Is thy purpoſe anſwered by the event? is thy 


ſoul ſatisfied with his confeſſion? pain will en- 


force him to ſay what is not, as caſy as what is; 
and anguiſh hath cauſed innocence to accule 
herſelf, 

That thou mayſt not kit him without cauſe 


thou doſt worſe than kill him: that thou maylt 


prove if he be gulty, thou deſtroyeſt im i 
| © blind. 


* 


We 
at 


1 

O blindneſs to all 1 4 O inſufficiency. of 

the em of the wiſe: know when thy judge 
ſhall bid thee account for this, thou ſhalt wiſh 


ten thouſand guilty to have gone free, rather 


than one innocent to ſtand forth againſt thee. , 
Inſufficient as thou art to the maintenance of 
juſtice, how ſhalt thon arrive at the knowledge 


Fo! truth ? how ſhalt thou aſcend to the footſtep 


of her throne ? - 
As the owl is blinded by the radiance of the 
ſun, ſo ſhall tne brightneſs of her countenance 
dazzle thee in thy approaches. 
If thou wouldſt mount up into her throne, 
firſt bow thyſelf at her foot· ſtool: if thou wouldſt 
arrive at the knowledge of her; firſt inform thy» 
ſelf, of thine own ignorance, 

More worth is ſhe than pearls ; therefore ſeelc 
her carefully : the emerald, and the ſapphire, 


and the ruby are as dirt beneath her feet, there» 


fore purſue her manfully. 

The way to her is labour; attention is the pi- 
lot that mult conduct thee into her ports: but 
weary not in the way; for when thou art arri- 
ved at her, the toi] mall be to thee for pleature, 

Say not unto thyſelf, behold truth breeverh 


batred, and I will 3 it: diſñimulation raiſ- 


eth friends, and I will follow it: are not the 


enemies made by truth, better than the friends 
obtained by flattery ? 


Naturally doth man deſire the truth, bet 


when he hath it before him, he will not appre- 


hend it: and if it force itſelf upon him, & he not 
offended at it? „„ The 
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(26), 
The fault is not in truth, for that is amiable: 
but the weakneſs of man beareth not its ſplendox, 
Wouldſt thou ſee thine inſufficiency more 
plainly : view thyſelf at thy devotions : to what 
end was religion inſtituted, but to teach thee 
| thine infirmities 3 to remind thee of thy weak 
neſs 3 to ſhew thee that from heaven alone thoy 
art to hope for what is gocd ? 
Doth it not remind thee that thou art duſt: 
doth it not tell thee that thou art aſhes ? and be 
hold repentance j is it not built on frailty ? 
When thou giveſt an oath 5 when thou ſwear: 
eſt thou wilt not deceive 3 behold it ſpreader 
ſhame upon thy face, and upon the face of hin 
that receiyeth it: learn to be uſt, and repen 
tance may be forgotten: learn to be honeſt, an 
oaths are unneceſſary. | | 
Ihe ſhorter follies are the better: ſay no 
therefore to thyſelt I will not play the fool b 
halves. | 8 wag 
HFle that heareth his own faults with patience 
ſhall reprove another with boldneſs. 
He that giveth a denial with reaſon; ſhal 
ſuffer a repulſe with patience. 
If thou art ſuſpected; aniwer with freedom 
whom ſhould ſuſpicion affright except the guilty! 
The tender of heart 1s turned from his pur 
poſe by ſupplications; the proud is rendere 
more obſtinate by entreaty 1 the ſenſe of thine 
ſufficiency commandeth thee to hear; but t 
be juſt; thou muſt hear without thy paſſions. 


CHAP 
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CHAPTER V. 
lat MISERY. 

FEBLE and inſufficient as thou art, 0 


man, in good; frail and inconſtant as thou 
art in pleaſure 3 z yet there is a thing in which thou 
art ſtrong, permanent and unſhaken: its name 
s miſery. 

It is the character of thy being; the preroga- 
tive of thy nature : in thy breaſt alone it reſideth 3 
without thee there is nothing of it: and behold 
what is its ſource, . but thine « own patlions ? 

He who gave thee theſe, gave thee alſo rea- 
on to ſubdue them: exert it; and thou fhals 
trample them under thy feet. 

"of Thine entrance into the world, is it not dame 
ful? thy deſtruction, is it not glorious? lo! 
men adorn the inſtruments of death with gold, 

and gems; and wear them above their garments. 

He who begetteth a man hideth his face: but 
e who killeth a thouſand is honoured. 

Know thou notwithſtanding that in this is er- 
ror; Cuſtom cannot alter the nature of truth; 
neither can the opinion of man deftroy jullice,: 
the glory and the ſhame are miſplaced, 

There 1s but one way for man to be produced : 
Wicre are a thouſand by which he may be de- 
ſtroyed. 

There is no praiſe, or honour to him who giv· 
eth being to another; but triumphs, and empire 
pee the rewards of murder. 
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Yet he who hath many children hath as many | 
bleſſings : and he who hath taken away the lie 
of another ; ſhall not enjoy his own. 
While the ſavage curſeth the birth of his ſon; ! 
and bleſſeth the death of his father; doth he no | 
Eall himſelf a monſter ? | 
Enough of evil is allotted unto man : but he 
maketh it more while he lamenteth it. 
The greateſt of all human ills is ſorrow : to 
much of this thou art born unto; add not unto 
it by thine own perverſenels. 
Grief is natural to thee; and is always about 
thee ; pleaſure is a ſtranger, and viſiteth the 
but by times: uſe well thy reaſon, and ſorroy 
| ſhall be caſt behind thee : be prudent, and the 
viſits of joy ſhall remain long with thee, 
Every part of thy frame is capable of ſorrow 
but few and narrow are the Ph chat lead te 
delight. 
Pleaſures can be admitted only ſimply ; but 
Pains ruſh in a thouſand at a time. 
As the blaze of ſtraw fadeth as ſoon as it i: 
kindled; ſo paſſeth away the brightneſs of joy 
and thou knoweſt not what is be come of it. 
Sorrow is. frequent: pleaſure is rare: pan 
W of itſelf; delight muſt be purchaſed fo 
grief is unmixed ; but] Joy wanteth not it 
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allay of bitreracls, _ | 

As the ſoundeſt health is leſs perceived than 

the lighteſt malady : ſo the higheſt joy touch 
eth us leſs deep, than the ſmalleſt ſorrow. 

We ay in love ith anguuſh z we oft fly froml | 
pr ure: 
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( 29 ) 
any pleaſure 3. when we purchaſe it, coſteth it not 
lite more en! it is worth? 
Reflection is the buſineſs of man : a ſenſe of 
n bis tate is his Grit duty; and who remembreth 
not bimſel in joy ? is it not in mercy then that ſor- 
row 1s allotted unto us? 

Man forſeeth the evil that is to come: he re- 
membereth it when it is paſt; he conſidereth 
not that the thought of affliction woundeth deep- 
1 than the affliction itſelf : think not of thy pain 


what moſt would hurt thee. 

He who weepeth before he needeth, weepeth 
more than he needeth : and why ? but that he 
loveth weeping. 

The ſtag weeperh not till the ſpear is lifted u 
againſt him: nor do the tears of the beaver fall 
till the hound is ready to ſeize him: man anti- 
cipateth death by the apprehenſion of it; and 
the fear is greater miſery, than the event itſelf. 

Be always prepared to give an account of thine 
it ¶ actions, and the beſt death | Is that which! is leaſt 
| premeditated. 


CHAP T E R VI. 
of JUDGMENT, 


HE greateſt bounties given to man are 
judgment and will: happy is he who mil- 
applycth "Them not. 

As the torrent that rolleth down the moun- 


om tains, deſtroyeth all that is borne away by it; 
. 2 12 „ . r 2 Fy 44 SES 1 1 ſo 


ut when it is upon thee, and thou ſhalt avoid 


EOS Ss 7 
* On — 
wo ors * 
— mn a raya 
1 79 1 „ 
3 — — 
Go A — 13 — 
= e 
1 


E: 5 . 2 x ; - 2 fl * = * . 1 „* Pn 2x 
ps — — 7 1 —— 4 -” — > . — N - __ 
A - r — — 1 . . 8 . 1 5 
— - —_— — * „ wer — | 8 . 3 
_% 222 1 * — - : - ad 8 7 Fo < - - - 
. EE 3 er IE. "> - --os _ e 
Oo ei. VS * " * _ - * ＋ — ” 


IKE 


En — 
— 

2 <I> 
n 


r 
— — — 


— — 
2 1 * _ — p 3 
> 822 rs; rats ©, "—_ © nr - 
- 8 ee 2 5" 3 2 
1 4 * 3 "REL Ma 2 ws; 
— . 4 5 ul % PER * 
. 7 — — 4 * — 
— + ra 4 „ 1 — 
— —— — * 
I 


— = 
— 


2 mY) 
4 ; 
i 

: | 

bp ff 
SELF 
8 
17 
11 
* 1 
8 
13 1 
1 
24 ; 
$ l 
= 7 
#7 {| 
s £74 
7 
9 
x 


—— 


(3) 


fo doth common opinion overwhelm reaſon, in 


| th 

him who ſubmitteth to it, without ſaying what I he 
is thy foundation? vi 
See that what thou receiveſt as truth be not m 


the ſhadow of it: what thou acknowledgeſt as 

convincing is often but plauſible : be firm; be g 
conſtant ; determine for thyſelf ; ſo ſhalt thou q 
be anſwerable only for thine own weakneſs. 
Say not that the event proveth the wiſdom of 
the action: remember man is not above the reach 
of accidents. 

Condemn not the judgment of another be⸗ th 

cauſe it differeth from thine own: may not e- 
ven both be in an error. 

When thou eſteemeſt a man for his titles, and I n 
contemneſt the ſtranger becauſe he wanteth g 
them; judgeſt thou not of the camel by his 

bridle ? 
Think not thou art revenged of thine enemy |} ,, 
when thou ſlayeſt him : thou putteſt him beyond 
thy reach ; thou giveſt him quiet; and thou 
takeſt from thyſelf all means of hurting him. b. 
Was thy mother incontinent, and grieveth it F 4 
thee to be told of it? is frailty in the wife of thy er 
boſom, and art thou pained at the reproach of it? 
he who deſpiſeth thee for it condemneth himſelf: 
art thou anſwerable for the vices of another? 
Diſregard not a jewel becauſe thou poſſeſſeſt I te 
it: neither enhance thou the value of a thing be- Ib 
cauſe it is another's : poſſeſſion to the wile ad- 

deth to the price of it, tl 
” Honour not thy wite the leſs becauſe ſhe is in n thy 
power : 


- 


31) 
power: and deſpiſe big that hath ſaid wouldſt 
thou love her leis? marry her ! what hath put 
ber into thy power, but her confidence in thy 
virtue? ſhouldſt thou love her leſs for being 
more obliged to her? 
If thou wert juſt in thy courtſhip of her; 
*  tho* thou neglecteſt her while thou haſt her, yet 
can her loſs be bitter to thy ſoul. 

He who thinketh another beſt only becauſe he 
poſſeſſeth her; if he be not wiſer than thee, at 
| leaſt he is more happy, 

Weigh not the los thy friend hath ſuffered by 
the tears he ſheddeth for it; the greateſt griefs 
are above theſe expreſſions of them. 

Eſteem not an action becauſe it is done with 
| Þ noiſe and pomp : the nobleſt ſoul is that which 
! |} doth great things, and. is not moved in the do- 

ing them. 

Fame aſtoniſheth the ear of him who heareth 
of it; but tranquility rejoiceth the heart that is 
poſſeſſed of it. 

Attribute not the good actions of another to 
bad cauſes : thou canſt not know his heart ; but 
the world will know by this that thine is full of 
erz. 

There is not in hypocriſy more vice, than fol- 
ly : to be honeſt is as eaſy as to ſeem ſo. 

Be more ready to acknowledge a benefit, than 
100 revenge an injury; ſo ſhalt thou have more 
benefits than injuries done unto thee. 

Be more ready to love than to hate; ſo ſhalt 
thou be lov'd by more than hate thee, 
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: Be 7 to d be low to cenſure; In 
To ſhall praiſe be upon thy virtues, and the eye ſWw 
of enmity ſhall be blind to thy imperfections, 

When thou doſt good, do it becauſe it is good, II 
not becauſe men e it: when thou avoidit Mol 
evil, flee from it becauſe it is evil; not becauſe g 
men ſpeak againſt it : be honeſt for love of ho- it 
neſty, and thou ſhalt be uniformly ſo: he that I] 
doth it without principle is wavering. 
| Wiſh rather to be reproved by the wiſe, than 
to be applauded by him who hath no under- 
ſtanding : when he.telleth thee of a fault he ſup. 
poſeth thou canſt 1 improve; the other when he 
praiſeth thee thinketh thee like unto himſelf, 

Accept not an office for which thou art not ſo 

Z qualificd; leſt he who Knoweth more of it, de- iſ 
ſpiſe thee. n 
I nſtruct not another in that wherein thyſelf 
art ignorant: when he ſeeth it he will upbraid I 
thee. 

Expect not a friendſhip ch kim who hath It 
Injured thee ; he who ſuffereth the wrong may 
forgive 1 it; but he who docth! it, never will be 
well with him. 
Lay not too great obligations on him thou b 
wiſhelt thy friend: behold |. the ſenſe of them 
will drivehim from thee: a little benefit alienateth I v 
friendſhip; a great one maketh an enemy. 0 

Nevertheleſs ingratitude is not in the nature of 

e 
0 


2 


man; neither is his anger irreconcileable: he 
hateth to be put in mind of a debt he cannot pay: 
he is aſnam'd in the preſence of him whom he 
hath injured. | Repu 


let 
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Repine not at the good of a ſtranger ; neicher 
rejoice thou in the evil that befalleth thine enemy: 
wiſheſt thou that others ſhould do thus by thee? 

Wouldſt thou enjoy the good will of all men; 


thine own benevolence be univerſal, If thou 


obtaineſt it not by this, no, other means could 
give it thee : 


thou haſt the greater plealure of having meris 
I ted it. 


and know tho' thou haſt it not 3 


CHAPTER VII. 
PRESUMPTION, 


RIDE and meanneſs ſeem incompatible } 
but man reconcileth contrarieties : 4 is at 


dnce. the moſt miſerable and the moſt arrogant 
ot Hof all creatures. pa; 
le. Preſumption is the FAY of reaſon ; It 1 i3 the 

nurſe of error; yet is it congenial with reaſon in us, 


aff Who is there that thinketh not either too 
id I highly of himſelf, or too meanly of others? 
Our creator himſelf elcapeth not our preſump: 


114 


ath tion: how then ſhall we be ſafe from one another? 2 
ay What is the origin of ſuperſtition? and whence 


be Þ ariſeth falſe worſhip ? from our preſuming. tp 
reaſon about what is above our reach; 
prehend What is incomprehenſible. 


eth we employ not even their little forces as we 
ought: We ſoar not high. enough in our ap- 


> of proaches to God's greatneſs; we give not wing 
be enough to our ideas, when we enter into the [3 


wk Goration of divinity, | 


to ccm- 


Limited and weak as our underſtandi ings ate; 
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Man who fears to breathe a whiſper againſt his i; 
earthly ſovereign, trembles not to arraign the 
diſpenſations of his God : he forgetteth his mar 
jeſty, and rejudgeth his judgments. . 
He who dareth not to repeat the name of his 
Prince without honour ; yet bluſheth not to call 

that of his creator to be witneſs to a lye. pl 

He who would hear the ſentence of the ma- 
giſtrate with ſilence 3 yet dareth to plead with g 
the eternal : he attempteth to ſooth him with in- at 
treaties ;- to flatter him with promiſes; 3 to agree 
with him upon conditions; nay to brave and mur- 
mur at him if his requeſt is not granted. w] 
Why art thou unpuniſhed, O man, in thy 
impiety! this is not thy day of retribution ; 

Be not like unto thoſe who fight with the chun- 
der, to bring the author of it to order ; nor 
dare thou to deny his prayers becauſe he chaſ: 
tiſeth thee : thy madneſs is on thine own head in 
this thy impiety hurteth no one but thyſelf. 

Why boaſteth man that he is the WWodtte⸗ of 
his maker ; yet neglecteth to pay his thanks, 
his adorations for it? how ſuiteth ſuch a life 
with a beliet ſo haughty ? : 

Man, who is truly but a mote in the wide ex · 
anſe, believeth the whole earth and heaven crea- 
ted for him: he thinketh the whole frame of na- 


ture hath intereſt in his well being. 

As the fool, while the images tremble on the 
boſom of the water, thinkerh that trees, towns ,;, 
and the wide horizon are dancing to do him 
pleaſure: ſo man while nature performs her del- 
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fin 


35.0 
tin'd courſe, believes that all her motions are but 
to entertain his eye. 

While he courts the rays of the ſun to warm 
him, he ſuppoſeth him made only to be of uſe 
to him; while he traceth the moon in her night- 
ly path 3 he believeth ſhe was created to.do him 
pleaſure, 

Fool to thine own pride! be humble! know 
that thou rt not the cauſe why the world hold- 
eth its courſ 
tudes' of ſummer and winter. 

No change would follow in the world, if thy 
whole race exiſted not: thou art but one among 
millions that are bleſſed in it. 

Exalt not thyſelf to the heavens, for lo the an- 
gels are above thee : nor diſclain thy fellow-inhabi- 


tants of the earth, for that they are beneath thee : 


are they not the work of the ſame hand? 

Thou who art happy by the mercy of thy.crea- 
tor, dareſt thou in wantonneſs put others of his 
creatures to torture: beware that it return not 
upon thee. 

Serve. they not all the ſame yniverſal maſter 
with rhee ? hath he not appointed unto each its 


laws?. hath he not care of their preſervation ?. 


and dareft thou to infringe 1 it. 


Set not thy judgment above that of all the 
earth - neither condemn 48 falſhood what agreeih 


not with thine own apprehenfion: who 2 ave thes 
the power of determining for others! ? or who 
look from the world the right of choice ? 7 


5 


: for thee are not made the vicifſi- | 
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( 36 1 
How many things have been rejected which 
now are received as truths : how many now re. 
Ceived as truths ſhall in their turn be deſpiſed ? of 
What then can man be certain? 
Do the good that thou knoweſt, and happi. 
neſs ſhall be unto thee : virtue is more thy buſi. 


neſs here than wiſdom. 
_* Fruth and falſhood, have they not the ſame 


appearance in what we underſtand not ? what 
then but our preſumption c can determine between 
chem? 3 

We eaſily believe what is above our compre 
henſion: or we are proud to pretend a belief in 
it, that it may appear to others that we under. 
ſtand i it: is not this folly and arrogance ? 

Who is it that affirms moſt boldly i who is it 
that holds his opinion moſt obſtinately? even he 
who hath the molt 1 Ignorance ; ; for he alſo hath 
moſt pride, + 

Every man when he layeth hold of an Opinion 


deſireth to remain in it: but moſt of all he who 


hath moſt preſumption : he contenteth not him- 


ſelf to bettay his own ſoul into it, but he will 


impoſe it on others to believe in it alſo. 
Say not that truth is eſtabliſhed by years, or 


that in a multitude of believers there is certainty. 


One human propofition hath as much autho- 


rity as another, if reaſon maketh not the dif- | 
| Zerence, 


FO: 
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(37) 
BOOK III. 
Of the Affections of MA M, which 
are hurtful to himſelf and others. 


CHAPTER 1. 
COVETOUSNESS. 


R CH Es are not worthy a ſtrong attention; 

therefore an earneſt care of obtaining them 
is unjuſt ifiable. | 

The defire of what man calleth good ; the joy 
he taketh in poſſeſſing it; is grounded only in 
opinion : take not up chat from the vulgar : ex- 
amine the worth of things thyſelf, and thou ſhalt 
not be covetous. 

An immoderate deſire of riches is a poiſon 
lodged in the ſoul ; it contaminates and deſtroys 
every thing that was good in it; it is no ſooner 
rooted there, than all virtue, all honeſty, all 
natural affection fly before the face of it. 

The covetous would ſell his children for gold: 
his parent might die ere he would open his cof- 
er: nay, he conſidereth not himſelf in reſpect 
of it : in the ſearch of happineſs he maketh him- 
{lf unhapp 

As the man who ſelleth his houſe to purchaſe 


ornaments for the embelliſhment of it; even ſo 


she who giveth up peace in the ſearch of riches, 
in oge he may be happy in enjoying them. 


Where 
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Where covetouſneſs reigneth, know that the 
ſoul is poor. Whoſo accounteth not riches as 
the principal good of man, will not throw away 

all other goods in the, purſuit of them. 

Whoſo feareth not poverty as the greateſt evil 

of his nature ; will not purchaſe to himſelf all o- 
ther evils in che avoiding of fit. 

Thou fool, is not virtue more worth than 


nough for his neceſſities is in the power of every 
man: be content with it, and thy happineſs ſhall 
{mile at the ſorrows of him who heapeth up more. 
Nature hath hid gold beneath the earth, as 
unworthy to be ſeen ; ſilver. hath ſhe placed 
where thou trampleſt it under thy feet: meaneſt 
the not by this to inform thee, that gold is not 
worthy thy regard; that filver is beneath thy 
ce 7 
Covetouſneſs burieth under the ground mil. 
lions of wretches : they dig for their hard maſters 
what returneth the injury; that maketh them 
more miſerable than their faves, _ 

The earth is barren of good things where ſhe 
hoardeth up treaſure ; where gold is in her bow: 
els, there no herb groweth. 

As the horſe findeth not there his graſs, nor 
the mule his provender; as the fields of corn 
laugh not on the ſides of the hills; as the olive 
holdeth not forth there her fruits, nor the vine 
her cluſters ; even ſo no good dwelleth in the 
breaſt of him whoſe heart broodeth over his trea- 


ure, 
- Riches 


riches ? is not guilt more bale than poverty ? e. 
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Riches are ſitvants to the wiſe : 
tyrants over the ſoul of the fool. 
The covetous ſerveth his gold; it ſerveth not 
him: he poſſeſſeth his wealth as a ſick man doth 


but they are 


a fever; it burneth and tortureth him, and will 
not quit him unto death. 


Hath not gold deſtroyed the virtue of millions! . 
did it ever add to the goodneſs of any ? 


Is it not moſt abundant with the worſt of men ? 
wherefore then ſhouldit thou deſire to be diſtin- 
guiſhed by poſſeſſing it? 

Have not the wiſeſt been thoſe who have had 
leaſt of it: and is not wiſdom happineſs ? 


Have not the worſt of thy ſpecies poſſeſſed the 
greateſt portions of it, and hath not their end 


been miſerable ? 

Poverty wanteth many things : but covetouſ- 
neſs denieth itſelf all. 

The covetous can be good to no man; but he 
is to none ſo cruel as to himſelf. 

Be induſtrious to procure gold; "wi be gene- 
rous in the diſpoſal of it: man never is fo happy 
as when he. giveth happineſs unto another. 


SHA PT ER II. 
PR OF US ION. 
* there be a vice greater than the hoarding up 


of riches; it is the employing them to uſe- | 


lels purpoſes. 
He that prodigally laviſheth that whith he 
hath to ſpare from his neceſſities : robbeth the 
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= the moſt addicted unto it. 


(40.0). 
poor of what nature giveth him a right unto 
He who ſquandereth away his treaſure reful. 
eth the means to do good: he denieth unto him- 
ſelf the practice of virtues whoſe reward is in 
their hand ; whoſe end is no other than his own 
ha ppineſs. 
| 151 is more difficult to be well with riches, than 
to be at eaſe under the want of them: man g0. 


verneth himſelt much eaſter in poverty than in! 


abundance. 

Poverty requireth but one virtue, that is, pa 
tience, to ſupport it: the rich if he have not 
charity, temperance, prudence, and many more, 
1s guilty. 

The poor hath only the good of his own ſtate 

committed unto him; the rich is entruſted With 

the welfare of thouſands, 

He that giveth away his treaſures wiſely, giv. 
eth away his plagues. He that retaineth thei: 
increaſe, heapeth up ſorrows, 

Refuſe not unto the ſtranger that which hy 
wanteth 3 deny not unto thy brother that which 
thou wanteſt thyſelf. 

Know there 1s more delight in being without 
what thou haſt given, than in poſſeſſing millions 
Which thou knoweſt not the ule Of. 


— 


CHAPTER u. 
REVENGE. 


PHE root of revenge. 18 in the Weeds of 
the moſt abje& and timerous are 


W ho 


the ſoul : 


- 
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Who torture thoſe they hate, but cowards 8. 


who murder thoſe they rob, but women? 


The feeling an injury muſt be previous to. the 


revenging It 3 but the noble mind diſdameth ta 
ſay it hurts me. 

If the injury is not below thy notice, he that 
doth it unto, thee in that maketh himſelf ſoz 
Jvouldſt thou enter the lifts with thine inferior? 
Diſdain the man who attempteth to wrong 


thee : contemn him who would give thee diſquiet. 


In this thou not only preſerveſt thine own 
peace, but thou inflicteſt ali che puniſhment of 


revenge, without ROopAng to e it againſt. | 


um. 


As the tempeſt and the thunder alfe& not the 


ſun or the ſtars, but ſpend their fury on ſtones 
and trees below ; ſo injuries aſcend not to the 
ſouls of the great, but waſte themiclves on 8 


4 are thoſe who offer them. 


Poorneſs of ſpirit will actuate revenge; great 
nels of ſoul deſpiſeth the offence 3 nay it doth 
good unto him who intended to have diſturbed it. 


Why teckeſt thou vengeance, © man | with 


what purpoſe is it that thou purſueſt it? thinkeſt 


thou to pain thine adverſary by it? know that 
thyſelf feeleſt its greateſt torments. 


Revenge gnaweth the heart of him who is it» 


ſected with it; while he againſt whom it is in- 


tended remaineth caſy. 


Ic is unjuſt in the anguiſh it flies; therefore 
ture intended jt not tor thee: necdeth he who - 


8 injure q, more pain ? or oy ght be 0 add force 
F 
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. 1 es 
to the affliction, which another hath caſt upoa 1 * 
him? 5 

The man who meditateth revenge is not con- b 
tent with the miſchief he hath received: he ad · ¶ dice 
deth to his anguiſh the puniſhment due unto ano. ¶ may 
ther : while he whom he ſeeketh to hurt, goeth [ 
his way laughing: he maketh himſelf merry at I the 
this addition to his miſery, + Jof c 
Revenge is painful in the intent: and it is 1 

dangerous in the execution: ſeldom doth the ax ¶ fenc 

fall where he who lifted it up intended; and lo! 1 

he remembereth not that it muſt recoil againſt ¶ him 

him. e torte 
Whilſt the revengeſul ſeeketh his enemy's  V 
hurt, he oftentimes procureth his own deſtruc- Fthat 
tion: while he aimeth at one of the eyes of his Wplair 
adverſary, lo ! he putteth out both his own, mea 
If he attained not his end, he lamenteth it: thing 
if he ſucceed he repenteth of it. The fear of T 

Juſtice taketh away the peace of his own ſoul ; the how 

care to hide him from it deſtroyeth that of his If 

friend, 46 | 
Can the death of thine adverſary ſatiate thy ha- Yquer 

tred? can the ſetting him at reſt reſtore thy peace? G 

Mouldſt thou make him ſorry for his offence, thine 

conquer him and ſpare him; in death he own- from 

eth not thy fuperiority ; nor feeleth; he more the | T 

Power of thy wrath, 7 ard 

| In revenge there ſhould be a triumph of the a- 
venger; and he who hath injured him ſhould 

| Feel the weight of his diſpleaſure 3; he ſhould 1ut- 
fer pain from it, and ſhould repent him of the 
aan Thi 


) 


(43) 


This is the revenge inſpired from anger z but 


| that which maketh thee oreateſt, is contempt. 


Murder for an injury ariſeth only from cowar- 
dice: he who inflicteth it feareth that the enemy 
may live, and avenge himſelf. | 

Death endeth che quarrel; but it reſtoreth not 
the reputation: killing 1s an act of caution, not 
of courage; it is ſafe, but it is not honourable.) 

There is nothing ſo eaſy as to revenge an of- 
fence; but nothing is ſo honourable asto pardon it. 

The greateſt victory man can obtain is over 
himſelf : he that diſdaineth to feel an injury re- 
torteth it upon him who offereth it. 

When thou meditateſt revenge thou confeſſeſt 
that thou feeleſt the wrong: when thou com- 
plaineſt thou acknowledgelt thyſelf hurt by it: 
meaneſt thou to add this trium ph to the pride of 
thine enemy ? 

That cannot be an injury which is not felt + 
how then can he who deſpiſeth it revenge it? 

If thou think it diſhonourable to bear an of- 
tence 2 more is in thy power, thou mayſt con; 


quer it. 


Good offices will make a man aſhamed to be 
thine enemy. Greatneſs of ſoul will terrify him 
from the thought of hurting thee. | 

The greater the wrong the more glory 1s in 
ardoning it; and by how much more juſtifi- 
able would he revenge, by fo much the more 
onour is in clemency. 

Haſt thou a right to be a judge in thine on 
Was to be a party in the act, and yet to pro- 

wy Fa nounce 


. 
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gu nce ſentence on ĩt? before thou condetnieſ 
let. another ſay it is juſt. 
he revengeful is feared, and therefore he i; 
hated : but he that is endowed with clemency 
is adored, The praiſe of his actions remaineth 


or ever; and the love of the world attended 


him. 


CHAPTER lv. 


CRUELTY, HATRED, and ENVY, 


EVENGE is deteſtable : what then i: 
cruelty ? lo! it poſſeſſeth the miſchiefs of 
the other, but it wanteth even the Pm of 
its provocations. 

Men diſown it as not of their nature; they 


are aſhamed of it as a ſtranger to their hearts : 


do they not call it m mdnkh f 2 


Whence then is her origin? unto what that is 


human oweth ſhe. her exiſtence ? her father 1s 
Fear, and behold Diſmay, is it not her mother? 

The hero lifteth his ſword againſt the enemy 
that reſiſteth 4 but no ſooner doth he ſubmit than 
he is ſatisfied. 

It is not in. honour to trample op the object 
that feareth: it is not in virtue to infult what 18 
beneath it: ſubdue the ihfolent and ſpare the 


humble, and thou art at the height of victory. 


He who wanteth virtue to arrive at this end; 
he who. hath not courage to aſcend thus unto it 
lo} he ſupplieth the place of conqueſt by mur- 


der, of ſovereignty by flaughter. 


ee who feareth , "OY at all: Why are ty 
| rants 


rr — 2 3 


© 3 
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rants eruel, but beeaule they live in terror? 


The cur will tear the carcaſe, tho? he dared 
not lock it in the face while living: the hound 
that hunteth ic to the death mangleth It not at- 


terwards. 


Civil wars are the moſt bloody, becauſe thoſe 
who fight them are cowards. Conſpirators ate 
murderers, becauſe in death there is ſilence: is it 


not fear that telleth them they may be betrayed ? 


That thou mayſt not be cruel, ſet thyfelf too 
high for hatred: that thou mayſt not be inhuman, 
place thyſelf above the reach of envy, 

Every man 'may-be viewed in two different 


lights: in the one he will be troubleſome to thee, 


in the other teſs offenſive: chuſe to ſee him m 
that in which he leaſt hurteth thee ; then ſhalc 


thou not do hurt unto him. 


What is there that a man may not turn unto 
his good? in that which offendethᷣ us molt, there 
is more ground for complaint than hatred. 


Man would be reconciled to him of whom he 


complaineth: what murdereth he but what ne 
hateth. 

If thou art prevented of a benefit fly not into 
rage : the loſs of thy reaſon is the want of a 
greater. 


Becauſe thou art robbed of thy cloke, wouldſt 


thou ſtrip thyſelf of thy coat allo ? 


When thou envieſt the man who poſfeſſeth 


honours when his titles and his — raife 
thy indignation; ſeek to know whence they 
Fame unto DR z enquire by what meatis he be- 

came 


(46) 
came poſſeſſed of them; and thine envy will be 
turned into pity. 

If the ſame tortune were offered unto thee at 
the ſame price; be aſſured if thou wert wiſe thou 
would{t refule it. 

What is the pay for titles but flattery ? how 
doth man purchaſe power but by being a ſlave 
to him who giveth 1t ? = 

Would ſt thou loſe thy own liberty to be able 
to take away that of another? Or canſt thou en- 
vy him who doth ſo? 

Man purchaſeth nothing of his ſuperiors but 
for a price, and that price, is it not more than 
the value? wouldſt thou pervert the cuſtoms of 

the world ? wouldſt thou have the purchaſe and 
the price allo ? 

As thou canſt not envy what thou wouldſt not 
Accept ; 3 diſdain this cauſe of hatred z and drive 
from thy ſoul this occaſion of the parent of 
cruelty. 

If thou poſſeſſeſt honour, canſt thou eavy that 
which is obtained at the expence of it ? if thou 

| knoweſt the value of virtue, pitieſt thou not 
thoſe who have bartered it ſo meanly ? 

When thou haſt taught thyſelf to bear the 
ſeeming good of men without repining; thou 
wilt hear of their real happineſs with pleaſure, 

If thou ſeeſt good things fall to one who de- 
ſerveth them thou wilt rejoice in it: for virtue 
is happy in the proſperity of the virtuous. 

| He who rejoiceth in the happineſs of another, 
increaſeth by it his own. 


Y ">" OR Ab 
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CHAPTER v. 
HEAVINESS fFHEART. 


HE foul of the chearful forceth a ſmile 

upon the face of affliction : but the deſpon- 
dence of the ſad deadeneth even the brightneſs 
of joy. | 
What is the ſource of ſadneſs but a feebleneſs 
of the foul ? what giveth her power but the 
want of ſpirit? rouze thyſelf to the combat, and 
ſhe quitteth the field before thou ſtrikeſt. 

She is an enemy to thy race; therefore drive 
her from thy heart; ſhe poiſoneth the ſweets of 
thy life 3 therefore ſuffer her not to enter thy 
telling, 

She raiſeth the loſs of a ſtraw to the geſtructi- 
on of thy whole fortune : while ſhe vexeth thy 
oul about trifles,ſhe robbeth thee of thine arten- 
tion to the things of cenſequence : behold the 
but propheſieth what ſhe lecmeth to relate un- 
to thee, 


She ſpreadeth drowſineſs as a veil over thy vir- 


tues : ſhe hideth them trom thoſe who would 
honour thee on beholding them: ſhe entangleth 


and keepeth them down, while ſhe make th it. 


iolt neceſſary for thee to exert them. 
Lo! ſhe oppreſſeth thee with evil; and ſhe 


tieth down thine hands, when they would throw - 


he load from off thee. 


It thou wouldſt avoid what 1s wed; z if thou 


ouldit diſdain what is cowardly; if thou 
1 | would ſt 
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wouldſt drive from thy heart what is unjuſt, ſuf- 
fer not ſadneis to lay hold upon it. 

Suffer it not to cover itlelk with the face of 
piety: let it not deceive thee with a ſhew of wit. 
dom. Religion payeth honour to thy maſter: 
let it not be clouded with melancholy ; wildom 
maketh thee happy; know then, that forrow is 
to her looks a ſtranger. 

For what ſhould man be ſorrowful but for af. 


not this being miſerable for the ſake of mitery? 


paid for; ſuch is the man who ſuffereth his heart 
to be ſad, not becauſe he ſuffereth aught, but 
becauſe he is gloomy. 


row; for behold the ſame thing ſhall be to ano- 
ther, rejoicing. 

Aſk men if their ſadneſs maketh things the 
better; ; and themitlves will confeſs to thee that 
it is folly : they will praiſe him who beareth his 
ill with patience, who maketh head againſt mi 
fortune with courage: applauſe ſhould be fol- 
lowed by imitation. 

Sadneſs is againſt nature, "ROY: it troubleth her 
motions : lo! it rendereth diitaſteful wh atioever 
the hath made amiable, 

As the oak falleth before the tempeſt and rai! 
eth not its head again; ſo boweth the heart © 


undo its ſtrength no more. | As 


flict ions? why ſhould his heart give up joy when 
the cauſes of it are not removed from him ? is 


As the mourner who looketh ſad becauſe he is 
hired to do ſo; who weepeth becauſe his tears are 


It is not the occaſion that produceth the ſor- 


Man to the force of dock. and 10 returner if. 


A 
the r 
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As the ſnow melteth upon the mountains from 


the rain that trickleth down their ſides, even fo is 
beauty waſhed from off the cheeks by tears : and 


neither the one nor the other reſtoreth itſelf a- 
gain for ever. 


As the pearl 18 diffolved by the vinegar which | 


ſeemeth at firſt only to obſcure its ſurface z fo is 


thy happineſs, O man! ſwallowed up by heavie 


neſs of heart, tho? at firlt it ſeemeth only to co- 
yer it with its ſhadow, 


Behold ſadneſs in the public ſtreets : caſt thine 


eye upon her in the places of reſort: doth any 
ook upon her? avoideth ſhe not every one? and 
doth not every one fly from her preſence? 

See how ſhe droopeth her head, like the flows 
er whoſe root is-cut aſunder : lee how ſhe fixeth 


her eyes upon earth: ſee how they ſerve her to no 


purpoſe bur for weeping, | 

Is there in her mouth diſcoutle ? is there in 
her heart the love of ſociety ? is there in her ſoul, 
reaſon ? aſk her the cauſe, and ſhe knoweth it 


not: enquire the occaſion and behold there is none, 
Yet doth her ſtrength fail her: lo! at length 
ine ſinketh into the grave; and no one ſaycth 


hat is become of hos b 


Haſt thou underſtanding, and ſeſt thou not 
his? haſt thou piety, and Perceiveſt thou not 


thine error ? 


God created thee in mercy : had he not in- 


ended thee to be happy, his beneficence would 


nou then to fly in the face of his Oy; : 


ot have called thee into exiſterice : how dareſt 


hile 


N 8 29 Þ | 

While thou art moſt happy with innocence, g. 
thou doſt him moſt honour; and what is thy dif- Jo 
content but murmuring againſt him? 5 

Created he not all things liable to changes? ot 
N dareſt thou to weep at their changing? 
I ff we know the law of nature, wherefore do Wſ 
1 we complain of it ? if we are ignorant of it, what | 


14 
| i ſhould we accuſe but our blindneſs to what every Tre 
moment giveth us proof of? m 
It Know that *tis not thou that art to give law | « 
1 to the world : thy part is to ſubmit to them as 
Þ thou findeſt them: if they diſtreſs thee ; thy la» 1 
WW menting it but addeth to thy torment, 
bl Be not deceived with fair pretences, nor ſup- 
Wl pole that ſorrow healeth misfortune : it is a poi- C 
i1 ſon under the colour of a remedy : while it pre- 
1 tendeth to draw the arrow from thy breaſt; lo 


it plungeth it into thine heart. — 
While ſadneſs ſeparateth thee from thy friends, 
doth it not ſay thou art unfit for converſation ? 
while it driveth thee into corners, doth it not 
proclaim: that it is aſhamed of itſelf ? 

It is not in thy nature to meet the arrows of ill 
fortune unhurt; nor doth reaſon require it of 
thee? it is thy duty to bear misfortune like a 4 
man; but thou muſt firſt alſo feel it like one. bi 
Tears may drop from thine eyes, tho? virtue 
falleth not from thy heart: be thou careful only g 
that there is cauſe; and that they flow not too m 
e,, 4, e 

39 The greatneſs of the evil is not to be reckoned I h 
from the number of tears ſhed for it: wad pier ke 
ll We nfE bs griefs | 


651 
griefs are above theſe teſtimonies; as the greateſt 
Joys are beyond utterance. 
What is there 'that Wrciach the ſoul like 
grief ? what depreſſeth it like ſadneſs ? 
Is the ſorrowful prepared for noble enterpri- 
ſes? or armeth he himſelf in the cauſe of virtue? 
Subject not thyſelf to ills, where there are in 
return no advantages: neither ſacrifice thou the 


means of good unto as which 1s in itſelf an 
evil. 


„ 
Ot the Advantages M A N may ac- 
quire over his ne 
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CHAPTER L 
NOBILITY and HONOUR. 


Nope reſideth not but in the ſoul; nor is 
there true honour except in virtue. 

The favour of princes may be bought by vices; 
rank and titles may be purchaſed for money: 
but theſe are not true honour. 

Crimes cannot exalt the man who commits 
them to real glory ; neither can gold make 
men noble. 

When titles are the reward of virtue; when 
he is ſet on high who hath ſerved his country; 


he who beſtowerh the honours hath glory, like 


Gz as. 
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| (52) ; 
as he who receiveth 5 and the world is be- 
nefited by it. 
Wouldſt thou wiſh to be rais'd for men know 
not what? or wouldſt thou that they ſhould ay, 
-why 1s this ? 

When the. virtues of the hero deſcend to his 
children, his titles accompany them well: but 
when he who poſſeſſeth them is unlike unto him 
who deſerved them, lo! do they not call hin I 
degenerate? 7 

"Hereditary honour is accounted the moſt 
noble; but reaſon ſpeaketh in the cauſe of him 
who hath acquired it. 

He who is meritleſs himſelf appealeth to the ac- 
tions of his anceſtors for his greatneſs, is like the 
thief 285 clameth protection by flying to the 

ago 
EN What . is it to the blind that his parents 

could ſee ? what benefit is it to the dumb that 
his grandfather was eloquent ? even ſo what is 
it to the mean that their predeceſſors were noble. 
As mind diſpoſed to virtue maketh great the 
poſſeſſor of it: and without titles it will raiſe him 
above the vulgar. 

He will acquire honour while others receive | 
it: and will he not ſay unto them, ſuch were the Fi 
men whom you glory in being derived from. 

As the ſhadow waiteth on the ſubſtance, eyen 
ſo true honour attendeth upon virtue, 

Say not that honour is the child of boldneſs, 
nor believe thou that the hazard of life alone can 
Say the price of it: it is not to the action that 


(33) 


it is due, but to the manner of performing it- 

All are not called to tne guiding the helm of 
ſtate 3 neither are their armies to be commanded 
by every one: do well in that which is commit- 
oo to thy charge, and praiſe ſhall remain 18 
thee. 

Say not that difficulties are neceſſary to be 
conquered; or that la) our and danger mult be 
in the way to renown . the yoman who is chaſte 
is ſhe not praiſed ? the man who is honeſt de- 
ſerveth he not to be honoured ? 


The thirſt of fame is violent; the defire of 


honour is powerful; and he who gave them to 
us gave them for great purpoſes. 


When deſperate actions 'are neceſſary to > the 
public; when our lives are to be expoſed for 


the good of our country, what can add force to 
virtue but ambition c 


It is not che receiving honour that delighteth 


the noble mind : its pride 1s the deſerving i it. 
Is it not better men ſhould ſay why hath not 

this man a ſtatue? than that they On aſk 
hy bath he one? | 

The ambitious will always be Grſt in the 
crowd, he preſſeth forward, he looketh not be- 
ind him: more anguiſh is 'to his ſoul to ſee one 
before him, than Joy to leave thouſands at a 
diſtance. 


any it is ſuppreſſed by modeſty. 
It is the 1 inner garment of the foul : the firft 


thing 


The root of it is in every man; but it riferh ; 
ot in all : fear keepeth 1t down in ſome ; in 


| layeth down as its ſeparation from it. 


employed: when thou directeſt it to wrong g pur. 
poles, it ſnameth and deſtroyeth thee. 
and cool diſſimulation furniſheth it with ſmooth 


words: but in the end men ſhall ſee what it is. 


rit; warm him in thy boſom, and he will n 
2 - quite thee with death. | „ 495 


eth it: Bor it fellöweth at the heels of him wit 


(74) 
thing put on by! it with the fleſh, and the laſt it P 


It is an honour to thy nature when worthi] 


In the breaſt of the traitor ambition is cover 
ed: hypocriſy hideth its face under her mantle; 


The ſerpent looſeth not his ſting tho? benumbP 1 

ed with the froſt : the tooth of her viper is not 
broken tho? the cold cloſeth his mouth: tak Te 
pPity on his. ſtate, and he will ſhew thee his ſpircry 


He that is truly virtuous, loveth virtue fa 
rf he diſdaineth the applauſe WH ambi Ca 
tion aimerh After. 

- How pitiable were the ſtate of virtue if ſh 
could not be happy but from another's praiſe 
ſhe is too noble to ſeck recompence, and no mon 
WI than can be rewarded. 

Tie higher the ſun ariſeth, the Ich 2 0 
dotir he make: even ſo the greater is the virtue 
the leſs doth it covet praiſe: yet cannot it avoi 
its reward in honours. 

Glory, like » ſhadow, flieth him who purſo 


would fly. fron: it ; if thou courteſt it withou 
merit thou ſhair never attain unto it: if tho 
deſerveſt it, n thou hideſt r it w! 
never forſake thee. 

8 | Puri 


. ns tot noe) > aL net 
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ich is right; and the applauſe of thine own 
wnſcience will be more joy to thee than the 


ervelt them. 


CHAPTER II. 


HE nobleſt employment of the mind of 
1 man is the ſtudy of the works of his creator. 
To him whom the ſcience of nature delighteth, 
very, object bringeth a proof of his God: every 
ing that proveth it, giveth cauſe of adoration, 
1 * mind is lifteth up to heaven every moment: 
Ws life is one continued act of devotion. 

j 
e not the heavens full of his wonders: looketh 


hy: down to the earth, doth not the worm pro- 


e aim to him, leſs than omnipotence could not 
ave formed me? 

While the planets perform their courſes : while 
e fun remaineth in his place: while the comet 
andereth thro? the liquid air, and returneth to 


0 \ 


ſuite wiſdom could have appointed them their 
wh ws ? 

Behold how awful their ſplendour ! yet do 
jey not diminiſh : lo! how rapid their moti- 


100 
ho 
W. 


duce : 


Purſue that which is honourable, do that 


ours of millions who know not that thou de- | 


CIE N. C E and LEARNING 


Caſteth he his eye towards the clouds, findet 


s deſtin'd road again; who but thy God, O 
an ! could have formed them what but in⸗ 


yet one runneth not in the way of another. 
Look down upon the earth, and lec her pro- 


f 
g 
; 
| 


@ : > Dn | 
duce.: examine her bowels, and behold what 
they contain: hath not wiſdom and power or- 
dained the whole ? 

Who biddeth the graſs to ſpring up? who 
watereth it at its due ſeaſons ? behold the ox 


croppeth it; the horſe and the ſheep feed they 


not upon it? Who is he that provideth it for 
them ? 


Who giveth increaſe to the corn which Yo! 


ſoweſt? who returneth it to thee a thouſand fold? 


Who ripeneth for thee the olive in his time; 


and the grape, tho? thou knoweſt not the cauſe 
of it ? 


Can the alia fy create itſelf ? or wert thou 


aught leſs than God couldſt thou have faſhion- 


ed it ? 

The beaſts feel that they exiſt, but 8 won- 
der not at it: they rejoice in their lite, but they 
know not that it ſhall end : each performeth its 


courſe in ſucceſſion ; nor is there a loſs of one 


ſpecies in a thouſand generations, 
Thou who ſeeſt the whole as admirable as its 
parts; canſt thou better employ thine eye than 


in tracing out thy creator's greatneſs in them: 


thy mind than in examining their wonders ? 
Power and mercy are diſplayed in their forma- 

tion: juſtice and goodnels ſhine forth in the 

proviſion that is made for them: all are happy 


ia their ſeveral ways; nor envieth one the other, 


What is the ſtudy of words compared with 
this? in what ſcience is knowledge, but in the 


When 


WN of nature 1 


(372 : 
When thou, haſt adored the fabrick, enquire 
into its uſe : fof know the earth produceth no- 
thing but may be of good to thee : are not food 
anck raiment, anch theremetltes for thy diſcaſes all 
derived from this ſource alone? 

Who is wiſe then but he that knoweth it: 2 who 
hath underſtand ing but he that contemplateth 
t? for che reſt, whatever ſcience hath moſt uti- 
| lity 3 whatever knowledge hath leaſt vanity ; pre- 
fel that unto the others; and Profit of it for the 
ke of thy neighbour'! 

To live and to die; to command and to o- 
bey; to do and to ſuffer; are not theſe all that 
thou haſt farther to care abour? morality fhall 


each thee theſe: the e of life ſhall lay 


them before thee. 
Beheld they are written in rRine heart, and 
thou needeſt only to be reminded of them: they 


are -eaſy' of conception; be Wende e and thou 
ſhale retain them. 


All other ſciences are vain, all ocker kabe;: 
edge is boaſt: lo! it is not neceſfary ot benefi- 
dar to the life of man, nor doth It make him 
more good or more honeſt, 


Picty to thy God, and veiiSvoerith to thy 


fellow creatures, are iey not thy great durics ! ? 
What ſhall teach thee the one |; le the” ſtudy of 
tis works? what fhall inform che of the other, 
Ke undetſtanding thy de pendenc ies. 
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again maylt need it 
Alffliction moveth our enemies to pity z ſucceſs 
and happineſs cauſe even our friends to envy. 
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| CHAPTER: 1: 
PROSPERITY and ADVERSITY-f | 


meaſure ; neither deprels thy ſoul unto the ¶ u 
grave, becaule fortune beareth hard againſt thee. ¶ him 
Her tmules are not ſtable, therefore build not 1 
thy confidence upon them; her frowns endure N nin 
not for cver, therefore let hope teach thee pa- N jj 
tience. 5 jo Lt 125 not 
Io bear adverſity well is difficult; but to be Nothe 
temperate in proſperity is the height of wiſdom. E 


Good and ill are the teſts by which thou art to but | 


know thy conſtancy ; nor is there aught elſe that ge 
can tell thee the powers of thine own foul : be ment 
thou upon the watch when they are upon thee. Iændu 
. Behold proſperity how ſweerly ſhe flatterethÞ} ©, 
thee ; how ſenſibly ſhe robbeth thee of thy 
ſtrength and vigour. 3 

Tho' thou haſt been conſtant in ill- fortune; 
tho? thou haſt been invincible in diſtreſs? yet by 
her thou art conquered : not knowing that thy 
ſtrength returneth not again, and yer that thou 


in 


4 (590) 

In adverſity is the ſeed of well doing! it is 
the nurſe of heroiſm and boldneſs : who that hath 
enough will endanger himſelf to have more? 
who that 1s at eaſe will ſet his life on the hazard? 

True virtue will a& under all circumſtances : 
but. men fee moſt of its effects when accidents 
concur with it, 

In adverſity man ſeeth himſelf ahandoned by 
others ; he findeth that all his hopes are center- 
ed within himſelf : he rouſeth his ſou}, he en- 


countereth his difficultics, and they yield before 


him. 


In proſperity he fancyeth himſelf ſafe; 10 
think eth he is beloved of all that ſmile about his 
table: he groweth carcleſs and remiſs: he ſecth 
not the danger that is before him: he truſteth to 
others and in the end they deceive him. 

Every man can adviſe his own ſoul in diſtreſs; 
ac proſperity blindeth the truth. 

Better is the ſorrow that leadeth to content= 
ment, than the j joy that rendereth man unable to 

ndure diftreſs ; and after plungeth himſelf into it. 

Our paſſions dictate to us in all our extreams; 
J Wnoderation is the effect of wiſdom. 

Be upright in thy whole life; be content in 
changes: fo ſhaft, thou make thy proat out 
or all occurrences ; ſo ſhall every thing that hap- 
hy eneth unto thee be the ſource of praite. 


ou The wiſe maketh every thing the means of. 
dvantage; and with the ſame countenance: be- 


el Wolderh he all the face of fortune: he governerh, 
e good, he conquereth the evil; hei is unmoved. 
I all, FH, 2 Rreſume. 
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it is that which from nature hath the fe eſt 16 
medics. - 1 What 


(o) 
ee not in proſperity, neither deſpait 
"thou 3 ip adverſity : court not dangers, nor mean- 


dy. fly from before them: dare to delpiſe what. 


- ever will not remain with thee 


Let not adverſity tear off, the 1 wings of hope; 
Heither let proſperity obſcure the lights 9. Pru- 
dence. 


He who def; pairerh of the end ſhall never at- 


tain unto it; and he who feeth not the Þit {hall 


ꝓeriſh therein. 

He who calleth proſperity his good : who 
hath faid unto her. with thee will I eſtabliſh my 
Happineſs ; lo! he anchoreth his veſſel in a bed 
of God which the return of the tide waſherh away, 
As the water, that paſſeth from the mountains 
Killch in its way to the Ocean, every field that 

ordereth the rivers ; as t tarrieth not in any 

Jace; even ſo fortune viſiteth the ſons of men ; 

er motion is inceſſant, ſhe will not ſtay; the is 
unſtable as the winds, how then wilt chou hold 
her ? when ſhe kifſeth thee thou art blefled, bu 


behold as thou turneſt o thank her ſhe is gon 


unto another. 


: CHAPTER II. 
PAIN and SICK NES 8. 
T HE fickneſs of the body affecteth even the 
the ſoul, : the one cannot he in health uin 
out the other, 
Pain 1s of all ills that which: is maſt felt; and 


d: 


661) 
t When thy conſtancy 1 thee call in thy 
ö 2 rg 3 when thy patience. Autre thue Saul ö in 
a thy hope. 

To ſuffer ĩs a neceſl; ty entailed on thy nature; 
wouldſt thou that miracles ſhould protect thee 
from it? or ſhalt thou repine becauſe it happen- 

eth unto thee 5 ? when Jo! it happeneth unto all. 


It is injuſt ice 10 expect exemption from that 


thou wert born unto: ſubmit with modeſty to 
the laws of thy condition. 

Mouldſt thou ſay to the ſeaſons, paſs not on, 
leſt I grow old? is it not better to ſuffer well 
that which cnou canſt not avoid. 

Pain that endureth long is moderate, bluſh 
therefore to complain of it: that which is vio- 
lent is ſhort : behold thou ſeeſt the end of it. 

Thy body was created to be ſubſervient to the 
doul : . ** thou afflicteſt the ſoul tor its pains, 
behold thou ſetteſt that above it. 

As the wite afflicteth not himſelf becauſe a 
horn teareth his garment ; ſo the patient griev- 


injured. 


CHAPTER III. 
PEATE 
S the production of the metal proveth the 


work of the alchemiſt; ſo is death the teſt 


of our lives; the aſlay Which ſheweth che ſtan- 

dard of all our actions. 
Wouldſt thou Tee. of a life, examine the 
3H 9 Period 


* 


eth not his ſoul becauſe that which covercth it is 


| F2 62 ) 

period of it : the end crowneth the attempt; and 

where diffimulation is no more there truth 12 a 
peareth. 

He hath not pent his life ill, who knoweth to 
die well; neither can he have loſt all his time, 
who employeth the laſt portion of it to his honour, 

He was not born in vain who dieth as he ought: 


eter hath he lived unprofitably who died 
happ 


——————— ag 


while he liverh : he who ſtriveth to forget it, 
hath no pleaſure in any thing: his joy appeareth 
to him a jewel which he expecteth every mo- 
ment he ſhall loſe. _ 

Would ſt thou learn to die nobly; let thy vi- 
ces die before thee : happy is he who endeth the 
buſineſs of his life before his death; who, when 
the hour of it cometh, hath nothing to do but E 

to die: who wiſheth not delay, becauſe he hath 
no longer uſe for time. 

Avoid not death, for it is a weakneſs ; fear it | 
not for thou underſtandeſt not what it is: all | 
that thou certainly knoweſt of it is, that it put- | 
teih an end to thy ſorrows, 

Think not the longeſt life the happieſt ; that 
which is beſt employed doth man the moſt 
honour: himſelt ſhall rejoyce after death 1 in the | 

advantages of it. 


1% chat conſidereth he is to die, is content E 


This is the compleat OE e ONO M M* of — 
Human LIF E. | 
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The End if the Second Part. 
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Advertiſement 40 the PUBLIC. 
ENCE: tht ſrſ Part of the! Occbnorhy of 


Human Life has been received with general 
Arprobation, i: ſzemed gdbd tothe Author of this 
Appendix, to pubiiſh the contents of the following 
| Sheeis ,, and the bs does" not pretend 10 have thr? 
rowd it from a Bramin, he will venture ts aſſert, 


that it contains Sentiments,, as noble and ſublime, | 
of as great Antiquity, and equally N ihe 


public gs 0 60 


1.9 THE 


Farl ef CHESTERFIELD. 


My LorD, - | 
HE high character you ſuſtain i in the linens 


ed world, and thut true greatneſs which 
ſhines forth in your actions, has rende r'd. every 
one ambitious to obtain your regard; and that 
generous encouragement which you have always 


5 + 9 


given to every thing which bears the ſtamp of 


virtue, has render'd your Lordſhip univerſally 
belov'd by all good men; and as, my Lord, I 
am one of that numerous body who venerate 
your name, admire your genius, and pray tor 
your proſperity, I hope your Lordſhip will gra- 
ciouſly condeſcend to accept bis as a token of 
that ſincere reſpect I efftertain for you; per- 


Iwading myſelf your Lordſhip's good. ſenſe will 


make you look upon virtie as = valuable, 
whether dated from London or Hein. 
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55 THE 
INTRODUCTION, 


[- E AR, ye mortals, and be attentive to 

the voice of your father, 

Lo! he directs his ſpeech unto you, and his 
voice ſpeaketh unto: the fons of men. 

Wiſdom crieth aloud. unto you, and with greet 
kindneſs invites you to her arms, 

Follow therefore her directions, and delay not ; 
for in obeying her counſels there is great reward, 

She teacheth the way to life, and her inſtrue- 


tions will guide thee to the Paradiſe of God. 
Happy is the man with whom ſhe reſides; 


yea, bleſſed is he with whom ſhe maketh her 
abode. 

For happineſs and proſperity ſhall be his come 
panions here, and glory and immortality: his 
poſſe(fions: hereafter. 


Embrace then her offers, oh ye children of 


men, and learn the way to true felicity. 4 
In-ebeying her dictates thou Mortal ſhall! gain 
the approbation of the eternal, and be bleed 
for evermore; 
His favours with a liberal hand fall be be- 
ſtowed! upon thee, and the light of his counte- 
dance ſhall. diſpel: the gloom! and heavineſt of 


5 ] thy 


A 


reyerence, love him with ſincerity, praiſe bi! 


{ 66) 
thy heart; yea, thy ſoul ſhall rejoice and be 
lad, and mourning and ſorrow ſhall not ap- 
proach thy habitation. 
For he only is the fountain of light, and from 


him proceedeth the rays thereof : day and night 


declare his wiſdom, and the ſkies reveal his glo. 
He raiſeth the nations of the earth, and by 


him kings reign, and princes decree juſtice. He 


hangeth the ball upon nothing, and lupporteth 
the univerſe by his power, 


The great and the noble maintain their ſplen. 


dor by his beneficence, the poor and the indi- 
gent are relieved by him, and his tender mercics 
are over all the works of his hands. 

He calmeth the troubled waters, and the 


"ſtorms are obſequious to his voice. The billow: 


are ſtil] when he ſpeaks, and the winds ceaſe to 
roar at his command. Bleſſed then is the man 


Who reſteth under the ſhadow of his wings, and 


is ſecured under his almighty protection. 
Bleſſed is that man who has the almighty for 
his friend, who is watch'd over by the care oi 
him who neither ſlumbers nor ſleeps. 
Happy ſhall he be called by the ſons of men, 
who is intereſted in the favour of the omnipoten!, 
at whoſe call the winds and waves obey. 


Bow down and adore ; bend the knee ani 
worſhip. z ſeek his favour with diligence, and i: 
ſhall ſmile upon thee with an eye of approbarion.Þ 
Receive his precepts with willingneſs, and with 


ſubmiſſion obey his command. Fear him wit 


Vii 
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(67) 
with gratitude, and ſerve him with purity of 
heart. Act by his directions, be reſignant to his 
providencies, and in ſo doing thou ſhalt obtain 


his favour. Happy thou ſhalt be in thine own 


breaſt, and the powers. of thy ſoul ſhall reſt in 
quiceude. Guided by his hand, thou ſhall paſs 
thro? the maze of life with ſatety, unallured by 


its temptations, and unintoxicated by its charms. 


Rach day ſhall dawn upon thee with renewed 
pleaſure, each hour preſent before thee freſh 


i-2ncs of joy to come; time ſhall roll round his 
circuit without tardation, death. approach thee 


narray'd with his horrors, and eternity. itfelf 
ſeem untremendous; while the bands of nature 


give way with eaſe, | and life?s gordian knot "0 


unlooſed without a groan, Thy ſpirit diſlodged 
from her earthly manſion, ſhall flutter her wings 


for joy at her releaſment, and ſoar her way to 
the world of immortals, attended by a company 
of ſeraphs, who ſhall introduce her to glory and. 


beatitude beyond the ſkies. 


(886) 
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P A R:T:: 1. 
Totus Mundus agi. Hifrjonem. 


M AN conſidered as an Actor on the Stage of 


the Uniyerſe. 
The Omniſciency of the N E ITY. 


ALLA igr his Oeconomy and Bchayiour 
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SECTION J. 


50 N SID ER, oh man, thes n native of the 
ſkies, thy character in life, and the end for 


which thou wert originally deſigned. 


Remember the dignity of thy birth, and think | 
on the greatneſs of him whom thou calleſt ſa | 
ther ; be mindful of thy noble extraction, and 
aſpire after thoſe things, which are worthy of 


thy purſuit, 


Conſider thou art placed on earth as a proba· th 
tioner for heaven; thou art an actor in time, 


and to be rewarded in eternity. 


According to thy behaviour in this world, 
will thy remuneration be in the other; if thou 
with fidelity diſchargeth thy part, thou ſhalt re- 
ceive both honour and felicity; but if thou ne- 
glecteth the admonitions of wiſdom, and defſpil-Þ 
eth the- words of her mouth, then ſhame and 


ſorrow ſhall be thy companions for ever, 


Behold thou art under the inſpection of him 
- YWhoſle eyes behold all things: the night cannot 
conceal thee from his view, nor the darknelsF 


hide thee from his ſight, Te 


669 
The blaze of noon, and the obſcurity of mid- 
night, are equal to him; to whom all things are 
clear; for his eyes run thro? the univerſe, and his 
obſervance is extended to the ends of the earth. 
If thou attempteth to fly from his preſence, by 
ſoaring on the wings of the morning, and taketh 
thy flight to the remoteſt regions, that labour 
ſhall be in vain; for even in the place thou 
dreameſt chyſclf ſecure, even there he ſhall find 
thee out. 


— 


If thou makeſt thy bed in- the caverns of the 
eearth, his eyes ſhall diſcern thy fruitleſs attempt, 


and his glory and light ſhall break in upon thee, 
and diſcover thy retreat. 

Since therefore the judge with whom thou haſt 

| todo, will pay no reſpect to thy perſon, on ac- 

dF count of thy greatneſs, nor deſpiſe thee for thy 

poverty; fince thy doings ſhall receive from his 
hands according to their demerits, learn to act 

the part which is allotted thee with a becomin 

„ | dignity, and perform the character thou ſuſtain- 
eth in life, ſo as to conciliate his favour and ap- 

IN | probation. 

uh *Tis not a crown, a robe, ora title, which 


. will recommend thee to his mercy ; nor exigence | 


3 and diftreſs obſtruct his favours. 

„ Whether therefore thou appeareſt in the roy. 

dF alty of a prince, or ſtrutteſt in the garb of the 
noble; whether thou ſhineſt in the pomp of at- 

mtire, or weareſt the habit of the needy, be ſtudi2 

ot ous to perform thy part with care, and thou 


6 bas g0 off the ſtage of life in applauſe. 
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"(5390 ) 
S RC LON I. 


Oaſider, oh man! thou art formed for an] en, 


endleſs duration; thy ſoul is immortal, and N 
her exiſtence is for ever and ever. mY 


Rocks, ſtones and monuments, may 8 and 
fall; bur ſhe ſhall flouriſh in immortal bloom, a 
for ber duration ſnhall run coe val with eternity. by | 
Time itſelf ſhall ſhortly ceaſe, the ſun look dim 1 
with age, and nature fink in years; but thy ſoul 
ſhall ill remain unhurt amidit the war of ele- 


ments, the wreck of matter, and the cruſh of 
worlds. Ag 


Hear then,thou ſon of immortality,and let the 
inſtructions of wiſdom fink deep into thy heart, to C 
Look to the regions thou mult ſhortly enter; and 
contemplate the world 1 in which thou muſt reſide Þ © , 
for ever. | 
Give attention to my words, and learn the] a, 
value of thy deathleſs ſoul. fat! 
Tho? the mountains ſhall depart, and the hills 1 
be removed from the places where they now} ſure 
ſtand, tho* the world ſhall be conſum'd, and the pol 
ocean roll in flaming billows ; yet thy ſoul ſha! a 
remain the ſame. | | 
Though the lights of heaven ſhall illumine | “ 
| the earth no more, the ſtars drop from the ſkies, I 
and the moon be changed into blood; yet thy * 
ſoul ſhall not be deſtroyed. ro 


| Yea even tho? the great globe itſelf, with all 

its numerous inhabitants, ſhall be diflolved, yet ; 
thy ſoul ſhall outlive the Ruins thereof. 2 
The heavens alſo ſhall melt away with fervent 
heat 


Fg 


A 
heat, and nature periſh in the blaze of deſtructi- 
on, time ſhall expire, and years ſhall roll no 
more; but thy ſoul ſhall ſurvive thele ſcenes, 
and endure when ages Mall have an end. 

Conſider, oh man! chy foul is a ſpark of di- 
vinity, and her exiſtence cannot be Clrcumlcrib! d 
by the boundaries of mortal life. 

Thy animal frame muſt return to duſt, and 
the citadel of thy heart will ſurrender to death; 
but thy ſoul ſhall ſurvive the attacks of diſorder, 
the diſſolution of the body, and the funeral of 
corruption. 

For, be it known unto thee, ſhe bids defiance 
to death's ſharpeſt arrows, ſmiles at the gloom 
and horror of a grave, and riſes above the tombs 
to her native ſkies. - 

She claims her extraction from the great eter- 

nal, and acknowledges no other parent than the 
| father of ſpirits. 
The pomps and riches, and honours and plea- 
ſures, the vanities, enjoyments, fruitions and 
poſſeſſions of this tranſient life, are far beneath 
the dignity of her nature. | 

Feed her not, therefore, with rrifles, nor ſell 

her to gain a world. 

| Make no covenant with death, nor contract 
with deſtruction. 
Deſpiſe enjoyments that are not aing, nor 


ſatisfy thylelf with pleaſures that periſh and decay. 


Gratify not thy paſſions at the expence of thy 
future peace, nor indulge thoſe apPorutes which 
will puſh thee on to ruin. 


Let 


"4 * 
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wide circuit of creation ſhall totter; when tombꝭ 
and vaults, every little hillock of mortality ſhall 


1 7. 
Let reafon determine the meaſures of thy life, I ar 
and let thy actions be weigh'd in the ſcales of va 


judgment. th 


Conſider the world thou art travelling i in, and fe 
conſider the world thou art travelling to, and ur 
conſtantly carry about with thee ſuch thoughts 29th 
theſe © I am mortal muſt ſhortly die -I ch 


am immortal 1 mutt live for ever my body ſh 


mult return to duſt, but my fpirit to God who de 
gave it my duſt alſo ſhall ariſe, and my ſoul beſt 
reunited to my body—oh | may I awake from © 
the ſlumber of death in the likeneſs of my hea- 
venly father.” 
Conſider, oh! mortal, the day is fixed, the} Ce 
unknown to thee, when the great eternal, in the] 
perſon of his ſon, ſhall come riding on the clouds, Tm 
to judge the inhabitants of the earth, when the] ©! 
dread trumpet ſhall ſhake the lies, and the 


releaſe their priſoners, winds tear up mountains, 
and rocks fall at their fury — princes and noble P 
ſhall be ſtript of their pomp, Cæſars and Alexanf 

ders ſhall ſtand unnotic'd, diſtinctions ſhall here 
of 

ceaſe, and virtue only be looked upon with ap- 
probation. ; 
Think then, oh man, what thy lot ſhall be in 
this deciſive day, when thou ſhalt be weigh'd ut. 
the balances of equity, and receive the remuner#P 
non of thy works, | : 
Frequently ponder over in thine own mind 
the lolcmnity of this approaching Say whes 8 
An Sch 
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angels of thy father ſhall aſſemble together, the 


vaſt concourſe of intellectual nature, when b. 
the command of the king of kings, they fhall 
ſet the great globe on fire, and pull down the 
univerſe z ſtorms and deſtruction ſhall diſplay 
their terror, and the armament of heaven dii- 
charge its thunder, while the huge ball itfelf 
ſhall groan and expire, and the pride of king- 
doms, nations and empires be reduced unto aſhes, 
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PART II. 


Confiderations on the different Periods of hu- 
man Life. | LL 


| The State of Infants. 
On Youth ; the Follies and Temptations to 


which it is expoſcd. 


0 "5: 


„ 
IRT EF is the epilogue of life, the bud of 


being, and the dawn of exiſtence; it intro- 


| duces us into time, and brings us on the Kage 


For ſome time we continue in the world with- 


out being engaged in any of its ſcenes, and when 
we arrive to a capacity of judging the e fetence 
of things, we then commence actors on the buly 
theatre. | ”. 
Our infancy paſſeth off without our perception, 

and our youthful days are generally ſipent with- 


out any benefit to ourſelves, or advantage to O- 
E thers. 
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thers. Our thoughts are vain, and our action: 
immature and fooliſh. 

Yet this period of life is ſoon paſs'd over; and 
vaniſhes as the clouds before the ſun, 
When wie arrive to manhood, we too often act 
as children, and behave like thoſe who are void 
of wiſdom. 


In ſchemes, and purſuits, and pleaſures, we | 


conſume the time, and with fruitleſs labour fre- 
quently compleat the ſtrength and bloom of life, 

Age ſeizes us earlier than our thoughts ſug- 
gilde, and pains, diſorders, and infirmiries 
.wear out the remaining part of our days. 

Thus life itſelf, in all its ſtages, is but a ſhort 
Journey to eternity, it paſſeth away like a ſha- 
dow, and is no more. 

In the midſt of life we are in death, and con- 
tinually obnoxious to the fatal ſtroke, the pre- 
ſent moment is all we can claim, futurity apper- 
taineth not unto mortals. 

- As the bubble diſappears, and is broken' by a 
breath, ſo life goeth out and expires. 

Hear then, oh man, and give ear to inſtruc- 
tion ; learn thou the arithmetic of beaven, and 
hear the ſapience of the ſkies——Implore the al. 
mighty to accept thy vows, and teach thee the 
art of ſo numbering thy days, that thou mayſt 
apply thy heart unto wiſdom. 


SE-C'T1.0 N. It. 
AYP! is the infant, who void of care, and un- 


acquainted with the misfortunes of others, i 


paſſes over the firſt part of being, It 


Cd 
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It beholds the light, and fixes its eyes with at- 
tention; it ſmiles with approbation on thoſe that 
pleaſe it, and frowns and cries when injured or 
affronted. 

Vet ſtill it knows not What miſery means, or 
conceives the idea of diſtreſs and infellcity. 

It is fed with care, and ſupplied wich all the 
neceſſaries of life; it is dormant wh:!c others are 
drinking the cup of waking ſorrows and ring 
evils. 

If ſeized by any of the retinue of death, F di- 
orders and pains lay hold upon it, it makes an 
eaſy tranſition from the cradle to the coffin. 


Guilt and remorſe harbour not in its breaſt, and 


the horrors of a grave cauſe no trepidation, 


Thrice happy babe, who juſt makes its appear. |. 
ance on life's mortal ſtage, and a returns to 


its native ſkies. 


SEC FPTION IH. 


HE AR, oh young man ! and give heed to 
the words of my mouth; deſpiſe not my 
inſtructions, nor turn away with 1corn. 


Boaſt not in thy youth, nor fancy thyſelf fe- 


cure from death. 

Walk into his territories, and behold the mo- 
numents erected to his memory; acquaint thy- 
ſelf with his fame, and naturalize thyſelf among 
his ſubjects. 

Remember thy creator in the dawn of life, be- 
fore the day is overcaſt with darkneſs, and thy 
lun hideth itlelt! in the clouds. 


K 2 Carefully, 
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Carefully avoid the AT of others, and let 
not vice rule over thy heart, ſo ſhall virtue eſtab- 
liſh its empire in thy breaſt, and her dominion 
ſhall be fixed for ever. 

_ Amuſe not thyſelf with toys and trifles, nor 
give room for others to laugh at thy folly. 
Shun the temptations that may offer themſelves 

nnto thee, and ſo ſhall thy lite be long and happy. 
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PART HI. 
On MAN HOOD. 


The wiſe Employment of Time the only Me- 


thod to make Life happy. 
SECTION. I. 


——_— 


Onſider, oh man]! when thou art arrived to] 


maturity, the remaining part of thy journey | 


will ſoon be finiſhed, 


The ſcene of lite is half over, and the mea- | 


ſure of thy days fills up apace. 


Thou art ſtepping down the funeral vault, and | 


gradually advancing to the borders of the grave. 


Think then with thyſelf what thou haſt to do; 


conſider the time allotted for thy work, and the 


conſequences that 1921 attend delay. 


The ſun of thy life has paſſed the meridian line, 


and the night is viſibly a yancing upon thee. 
Be therefore up and doing; gird up thy Joins, 
ce. 


” and begin the work that lies before t 


Sate off the follies of thy youth, if there 
are 


ar 
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are any remaining, and act up to the dignity of 
the Man. — 8 . | | 

Apply thyſelf, with induſtry, to thy calling, 
and be diligent in the diſcharge of thy buſineſs 

Act with integrity in all thy dealings, nor blot 
thy life with the reproach of injuſtice. 

Deſpond not when occurrences may look on 
the gloomy fide, conſider the ſcenes may unex- 
pectedly brighten, and the clouds move off, by 

the hand of providence. No 
| Undertake nothing that thou cannot implore 
the deity to ſucceed, nor engage in ſchemes that 
are only poſſible, 


But amidſt all thy negociations for time, let 


not eternity be left out of thy accounts, 
Lay up thy treaſure in the bank of heaven, 


and procure an intereſt at the Empyrean courts. 


Let thy recreations be few and innocent, de- 


| baſe not thyſelf in the purſuit of {ſenſual pleaſures, 


nor make thyſelf on a level with the beaſts that 
- = periſh, + 
Avoid the embraces of the harlot, nor defile 
| thyſelf with a proſtitute. 
. | For her. houſe inclineth unto death, and her 
Paths lead unto deſtruction. d 
SE C£T1QN: HB. 
DD RO WN not thy ſenſes in wine, nor intoxi. 
D cate thyſelf with the juice of the grape. 
It will make thee unfit for the buſineſs of life, 
and bring on diſorders, and pains and death. 
| Squander not thy money away at a gaming- 
table, nor hazard thy fortune on a card. Te 


rr 
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It providence hath bleſſed thee with more than 
ſufficient, relieve the wants of the indigent and 
diſtreſſed. | 

Let beneficence take off the ſuperfluities of 
fortune, and charity expend what thou wanteſt 
not thyſelf. 
By this means thou ſhall obtain the favour of 
the moſt high; and while the memories of the 
luxurious, the prodigal and vicious, ſhall expire 
with their breath, thy name ſhall be ſpoke of 
with honour and renown, and be had 1 in remem- 
brance when thou art no more. 


SECTION. III. 


De E A M not of perfect felicity in life, no 
man has yet found it, and thy ſearch after 
it will prove abortive. 
Expect to meet with thorns and briars in the 
track of life, and therefore beat on thy way with 
fortitude and courage. 

Celibacy itlelf is not free from cares, and he 
that is alone is not without vexation. 

Sorrows and troubles are the lot of mortals, 


and the cup of pure and unmixed happineſs was | 


never poured out unto man. 
Since mortality has burdens thou muſt carry, 
take unto thyſelt a partner in life, who is poſſeſſed 
of virtue, humility, and good-rature, and ſhe 
mall help thee to ſuſtain the load, and make thy 
toils become a pleaſure; in proſperity ſhe. ſhall 
add to thy joy, in adverſity comfort thee under 
thy diſtrels, and be unto daes a friend, a lover 
Ad a wife. e PART 
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PART IV. 
Conſiderations on Riches, Grandeur, and 
| Ambition. 


„ it 


SECTHIOQN- I. 


T RUST not in wealth, for it abideth not 
nor place thy confidence in gold. 
Affluence is not durable, and riches take unto 
themſelves wings and fly away. 
Seck, therefore, after riches which periſh n not, 
and treaſures that abide for ever. 
In ſo doing, thou ſhalt be eſteemed truly wiſe, 
and be opulent even in exigence and neceſlity. 
Think not that true greatneſs conſiſts in horſes 


| and chariots, and pomp of attire, but in conquer- 
ing thy paſſions, and ſubduing thy kingdom 


within thyſelf, 
Greater th:n ſhalt thou be than the victorious 
Pompcy, and of more renown than the illuſtrious 


warrior: time and its concerns ſhall fink under 


thy feet, and the world roll on in ſilence. 


SECTION IL 


| B E not ambitious for mortal pomp, nor let 


thy happineſs depend on the breath of fame. 
Flatter not the great to obtain their favour, 
nor ſacrifice the truth to purchaſe nobility. 
Soar not to the regions of imaginary grandeur, 
nor attempt to ſcale the battlements of heaven. 


Move in the [pherc in which providence has 


placed 
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Placed thee; ſeek not the applauſe of the crowd, 


the veneration of fools, or the cſteem of 


wicked men. 8 
Let thy ambition aſpire to the ſkies, and there 
thy largeſt wiſhes, deſires, and hopes, ſhall mect 


with enjoyment. that is permanent and tafting, 


PART V. 
Reflections on old Age, on Death and the Grave, 
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0 ONSID ER, oh thou whom age boweth | 


down, whoſe life is near its period, 


5 Happy art thou if thy former days have been 
ſpent in piety and devotion, that ſo thy age bear- 


eth not the follies of thy youth. | | 
But miſerable, oh man! it thy life has been 


one continued courſe of vice and vanity; how 


wilt thou bear the infimities of thy age, ? 

The proſpect of future beings ſhalt afford 
thee no glimmering of peace, and horrors and 
terrors ſhall diſtreſs thy foul. 


Thou ſhalt totter down the deſcent of life, 
and be buried in the houſe of darknels. 


Whereas he that continueth in well-doing fhall 
be gathered as a ſhock of ripened corn mature 
for glory; he ſhall leave the world without an 


anxious ſigh, and expire without a reluctant groan, 


SE CT: 
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. hither ye ſons of men, behold the 
fate that awaits you all, 

Draw near and view the lot of kings, of 
nobles, and princes ; ſee death extending his 
empire around you, and every thing that's mor- 
tal falling before him, 

Lo! he holds out his ſcepter toa dying world 
and cruſhes the ſons of time beneath his feet. 

Approach ye luxurious, ambitious and 
fane; draw near ye gay and youthful, 3 Be | 
cund, and view the face of the Fant, and 
tremble at his looks. 

Lo! his bow is bent, and his arrow is ready 
to take its flight | deſtruction attends his aim, 


and his level is certain death. 


Take thy walks, oh ſon of man, in his ſolita- 
y kingdom, his deſart, and ſilent empire. 

lere thy ambition and pride ſhall be quell'd; 

| here thy pomp and grandeur be loft, 

From this proſpect learn to make a true eſti- 

mate of life ; here thou beholdeſt thine and the 

univerſal lot of men. 

Lo! the peaſant treadeth over the aſhes of 
the noble, and the princes are trampled upon by 
thoſe who were once their ſervants. 

Here poverty and riches ſhall ſhare the ſame 
fate, and honour and contempt lie blended to- 
gether. 

Here the glory of the great and the power of 
the high ceaſes; here diſtinctions arc SOD, 

I. and 
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and the wiſe and ignorant rot together: aſhes 
to aſhes is the fate of mortals, and duſt to duſt 
the final lot of the ſons of aa FMT 
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On Immortality Judgment, and een 
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C2 ME hither, oh man, and take a proſpe& 

of the land of immortals : behold numbers 

of thy fellow-ſpirits who have entered this awful 

region, and are now appearing at the tremen- 
dus bar. 


See how they ſhiver! lo ! how they tremble 1 
ee the ideal view have this happy Influence 


upon thy mind, to excite thee, without delay, 
to make a preparation for the ſolemn tryal. 

This court will admit of no excuſes : make 
thy p eace therefore with the almighty, and then 
thou: ſhalt ſtand unſhock'd at the tribunal, and 
be crown'd with a crown of glory. 


And when time itſelf ſha | be no more, and 


the ſyſtem of nature ſhall periſh, thou ſhalt be 
Bleſſed; in the kingdom of thy father, and happy 
throughout the ages of unbounded eternity. 
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The whole Duty of a Widow. — 
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75 Pulliſt d, And fold: by fs Calwell, Prin- 
ler, at the Bible in Broad. ſtreet, un. | 
© Price 61. The firſt Part of, 


HE OECONOMY of HUMAN 1 IEE. 

Tranſlated from an Indian Manuscript, 
written by an Ancient Bramin. To which is pre- 
fix'd An Account of the Manner in which the 
ſaid Manuſcript was diſcovered. In a Letter 
| from an Engliſh Gentleman, now a in 
| China, to the Earl of Berens 


(Note, The Dublin Edition is Sold at 18. 7 
Speedily will be Pabliſpd, [Price 63]. 


The WHOLE Dur of a Woman: Ar, a 1 


© Guide to the Female Sex, from the Age of Six- 

teen, ta Sixty, &c. Being Directions, how Wo- 
men of, all Qualities and Conditions ought to 
behave themſelves in the various Circumſtances 
of this Life, for their obtaining not only Preſent 
but Future Happineſs. 1. Directions how to ob- 
| tain the Divine and Moral Vertues of Piety, 
Meekneſs, Modeſty, Chaſtity, Humility, Com- 
| paſſion, Temperance, Affability, &c. with their 
| Advantages ; and how to avoid the oppoſite 
| Vices. 2. The Duty of Virgins, directing them 
what they ought to Do, and what to Avoid, 
| for gaining all the Accompliſhments required in 
that State. 3. The whole Duty of a Wile. 4. 
by © a 


[LADY of W 
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1 bi Day 1 22 "OY 55 4. Tod, Bookſeller 

in Cook- ſtreet, Dublin z and Jer. Auel, 

ee in Waterford. FL 
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PRoro5ars for Printing by Subſcription 


(that celebrated piece of Antiquity) The Aſ- 


ſertion and Defence of the Seven Sacraments. by 
HENRY VIII. K. of England, againſt Martin 
Luther, To which will — prefix'd, The Ora- 
tion of Mr. Jobn Clark, his Majeſty's Orator, 
on his exhibiting the Royal Book in the Pope's 

Conſiſtory : With his Holineſs's Anſwer to ſaid 
Oration. And, a Tranſcript of the Bull of Pope 
Leo X. (extant in Sir Thou as CoTToN's fa- 
mous Library) by which his Majeſty, for the 


above incomparable Work, was dignified with 


. the Honourable and Glorious Title of 
DEFENDER OF THE FAITH. 


To which will be added, A Chronological Table 4 
of all the ſucceeding Popes, down to the ' by 


Benedict XIV. 


e of che Work may be had of, and 


Sublcriptions taken in by Par. Lord, in Coob- 
fereet, Dublin; Mr. H. Ramſey, in Waterford ; 


and Mr. T. Cronin, in Cork, Bookſellers; by |: 
Mr. P. Brennock, in Clonmel, Mr. J. Brown, | 


in Mitchelfown ; And Fer. Calwell, Prin- 
ter, in Waterford, fo A Undertaker. 
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